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ABSTRACT 
Feriyanti. 2017. Implementation of Talking Stick Technique to Improve 
Students’ Reading Comprehension for Seventh Grade Student of MTs 
Ma’arif Andong in the Academic Year of 2015/2016. Thesis. Islamic Education 
and Teaching Training Faculty. IAIN. Surakarta. 
First Advisor  : Dr.Imroatus Solikha, M.Pd 
Keyword : Talking Stick Technique, Reading Comprehension. 
This research aimed: (1) At knowing the situation of the classroom when 
talking stick technique is implemented in reading class of the seventh grade 
students at MTs Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 2015/2016 and (2) At 
knowing how far talking stick technique improves students reading 
comprehension to the seventh grade students of MTs Ma’arif Andong in academic 
year of 2015/2016. 
The design of the research is using Classroom Action Research (CAR). The 
research was conducted inMTs Ma’arif, Boyolali. The school is located on 
Karangjoho Mojo Andong Boyolali. Classroom action research was conducted on 
May 2016. The subject of the research is the seventh grade student of MTs 
Ma’arif Andong class VIIC (39 students). There are some techniques in collecting 
the data: Test, Observation, and Interview. Technique of analyzing data is 
qualitative and quantitative technique. 
Based on the research finding of implementing talking stick to improve 
students’ reading comprehension, it can be concluded as follow: (1) The mean 
score in the first and second meeting cycle I is 56.25% belonging to moderate 
category. It becomes an evaluation to the teacher in order to implement the 
learning using Talking Stick technique for being more effectively in the next 
meeting. Result of observation on student activity in the first and second meetings 
of cycle I obtained the mean score of 14.30 belonging to moderate category with 
the percentage of 44.68%. The result of observation on teacher activity in the first 
and second meeting of cycle II shows that the activity has run consistently with 
the developed students and teacher activity, so that the result of observation on 
teacher’s activity during English learning process with Talking Stick technique has 
been implemented, with 81.25% belonging to good category. The activity in the 
first and second meeting of cycle II has been implemented 70%. (2) That 39 
students, it can be seen that the mean class increases by 9.87 from pre-cycle to 
cycle I and by 6.8 from cycle I to cycle II. Thus, the total increase in the mean 
score of students’ reading comprehension is 16.87 from pre-cycle to cycle II with 
the final result of the mean class score of ≥ KKM=70. Similarly, successfully 
passing of learning also improves. It increases by 12.8% from pre-cycle to cycle 
and 18% from cycle I to cycle II. So, the total increases in the successfully passing 
of reading comprehension learning is 30.6% from pre-cycle to cycle II, with the 
final result of learning’s successfully passing of 87.2% ≥ 75%. The indicator of 
students’ reading comprehension achievement in this research is that the mean 
class score ≥ KKM=70 and learning’s successfully passing of 87.2% ≥ 75%; thus 
the research does was done. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 This chapter presents and discusses the background of the study, limitation 
of the problem, problem statement, objective of the study, benefits of the study, 
and definition of key terms. 
A. Background of the Study 
 English is very important to communicate with other people in the world. 
The people are demanded to master English in order to know the world 
information and the importance of it. English is also quite needed in getting of 
best technology or having interaction directly. Crystal (2003: 3), said that English 
had a role as a global language or the world language because English was studied 
and used for social communication in various countries as a first language, a 
second language and as a foreign language. 
English has been taught since elementary school. The target of English teaching 
and learning for junior high school in Indonesia to enable students to again the 
functional literacy. That is the functional to communicate in simple written 
English to deal with the daily life contexts, such as reading and understanding 
newspaper or manual (Depdiknas: 2016) 
 Reading is important skill which has an important contribution of the 
learning language.Yemima (2014:1), said that reading is an activity that 
essentially concerns with the transfer of meaning of mind, a massage from a 
 
 
   
 
writer to a reader. Reading needs comprehension to understand the content of the 
text. 
 Tarigan (1999:1) says that reading is very useful for students, because the 
more they read, the better they get at it. Reading also has positive effect on 
student’s vocabulary, in their spelling and even on their writing. The ability of 
student to comprehend a reading text is affected by many factors. Some of them 
are the students’ knowledge and ability, situation, teacher knowledge, and also the 
psychological factor like attention, motivation and interest. As we know teaching 
reading has been done since elementary school. In the fact, students still find 
difficulty in reading activity, especially in understanding and answering the 
question related to the text. 
 Based on the previous study was conducted by the researcher on the 
November 30th, 2015 at junior high school (MTs Ma’arif Andong). There were 
four classes on seventh grade students. The researcher found that VIIC was the 
class that has lest score in reading achievement. It was found that only 30 % of 
student in this class got score higher than standard score and 70 % student in this 
class got mark under the standard score while the standard score of in this subject 
in this school is 70. The primary data was gotten from regular evaluation result is 
the mid semester. This class had the lower achievement score among the other 
classes.  
 Based on the interview result with an English teacher in this school, there 
were some difficulties faced by the students in reading skill: First, many students 
usually keep silent if the teacher asks those questions about the content of the 
   
 
reading material. Second, the students’ answer is out of the question. Third, 
students believe when they comprehend the text, they must comprehend every 
word in the text. Therefore, they keep on looking up the word in a dictionary to 
find out the meaning of the words. In other side, the teacher just explains the 
material and opens the question answer. The students not only have the difficulty 
in reading process, but also the students feel bored in learning process. 
 The researcher also interviewed some students of VIIC class, the students 
told to the researcher about the difficulties in learning language especially in 
reading text. First, the students were difficult to understand. Second, they didn’t 
know the meaning of the whole sentence. Third, they had lack vocabulary. The 
last, they felt confused when one word had many meanings. Moreover, indicators 
of low on reading comprehension are: the score of the student less than the 
minimum mastery criterion, the student was lack on vocabulary, and the student 
can’t understand the meaning of the passage. 
 After knowing the problem above, the researcher finds that the way of 
teaching learning in the past was boring. The teacher teaches with writing and 
reading in front of the class. After that, the students are given a task such as 
reading by reading aloud one of them, after that answering the question based on 
the text. Therefore, students feel bored and they don’t know what they have learn. 
Sometimes, they are noisy in the class and even they are shy when they are asked 
to read the text. 
 Those cases were very problematic and should be solved because they can 
arise further difficulties to the next reading lesson if their lowest score of reading 
   
 
comprehension is not improved soon. As the effect, they will be difficult to 
understand the next lesson especially in reading comprehension. 
 The researcher arranged a suitable and the interesting strategy based on the 
condition of the students that has low motivation. This strategy was expected to 
motivate the student in the reading comprehension. In addition, effective learning 
activities arise when students participate in knowledge discussion to gain learning 
process. The researcher tries to find out an appropriate strategy to develop 
students reading comprehension better through Talking Stick which considered as 
one way of reading comprehension. 
 Laura Candler in Utami, et.all. (2016:8) said that Talking Stick is a 
technique that uses a stick as a tool or instructional media, who hold a stick must 
answer question from the teacher after the students learn the material anyway. 
Therefore, the researcher has to compare what is the difference of media from the 
technique. It is begun from the technique. The technique is a particular way to do 
something or known as simple action can be done. The technique can create 
media that will be used to make the technique is easy to do. One of technique is 
Talking Stick used in reading comprehension. The media and the technique are 
unity and cannot be separated each other. Therefore, media is created from 
technique. Actually the Talking Stick cannot be separated with cooperative 
learning technique. Suprijono (2011:89) said that techniques of cooperative 
learning are: jigsaw, think pair share, numbered head together, group 
investigation, make a match, listening team, PQ4R, listening team, snowball 
drilling, giving question getting answer and Talking Stick. 
   
 
 The researcher used Talking Stick Technique to motivate the students 
participate in the classroom discussion in the reading comprehension. In this case 
the teacher explained the material and asks for the student to answer the question 
related to the reading that was discussed. Delucia-Waack (2014: 467) says that 
Talking Stick is other ritualize technique; the groups that employ this Talking 
Stick give the stick to other whoever wisher to speak. The other students do not 
answer until the students who speak give the Talking Stick to the next speaker. 
This way helps the student to prevent interruption and maintain member’s interest 
to find the answer given by the teacher. So other students who do not get the stick 
must be silent and learn what the correct answer of the teacher question. It will be 
continued until all members of the class get the stick and answer the teacher 
question. 
 Being successful in teaching English is the dominant factor that the 
English teacher should pay attention to, especially in teaching reading. Through 
reading, one can enhance his experience, develop new concept, solve his problem, 
and broaden his horizon of thinking, which are needed to ensure continuing 
personal growth and adopt the change in the world yet the importance of reading 
has not been realized by most of our society a large number of our population is 
classified as poor readers and the majority of the people are content to read 
materials of poor quality. 
For students from elementary to university level, reading is something that has to 
be done. They have to read their compulsory books or other materials related to 
their lesson. For students who are studying languages, reading is one of the skills, 
   
 
which has to be learned and is considered as the most important one because it can 
influence other language skill (listening, speaking, and writing). Tarigan (1999:2) 
said that reading is certainly not easy to present the English reading for Indonesian 
students whose language system is different. Reading is a complex process which 
involves not only read the text but also their experience to comprehend it. Because 
of its complexity, many teachers of English at junior and senior high school find 
difficulties in all teaching reading and prefer teaching structure to reading. 
 The teacher should have technique on teaching reading to solve the 
difficulties in learning process. By using appropriate technique, the teaching 
learning process will be running well. Talking Stick is of techniques that can help 
the students to improve their reading comprehension. Giyoto and Fauzi (2013: 46) 
say that one of the advantages of implementing Talking Stick is to improve 
students’ reading skill and reading comprehension. The teacher gives opportunity 
to the students to read the text and understand it. After that the teacher gives 
question related to the text. It makes the students have responsibility to 
understanding the text and it will improve the students’ reading comprehension. 
Based on all reason above, the researcher is interested in conducting the research 
on the implementation of Talking Stick Technique to improve students reading 
comprehension for the seventh grade students of MTs Ma’arif Andong. Those 
cases were quite problematic and should be solved to makebetter comprehension 
in reading. 
 
 
   
 
B. Limitation of the Study 
 In this research, the researcher limits this study only on improving 
students’ reading comprehension to the seventh grade students of MTs 
Ma’arif by using Talking Stick Technique. The reasons of choosing the XIIC, 
because the students of this class are still confused with the reading 
comprehension. They also got low score in reading comprehension.   
 
C. Problem Statement 
 Based on the research background above, the problems of the research are 
as follows: 
1. How is the classroom activity when Talking Stick Technique is 
implemented in reading class of the seventh grade students at MTs 
Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 2015/2016? 
2. How well does Talking Stick Technique improve students’ reading 
comprehension to the seventh grade students of MTs Ma’arif Andong in 
academic year of 2015/2016? 
 
D. Objective of the Study 
The objective of the study are as follows: 
1.  To describe the classroom activity in the classroom when Talking Stick 
Technique is implemented in reading class of the seventh grade students 
at MTs Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 2015/2016. 
   
 
2. To know how far Talking Stick Technique improves student’s reading 
comprehension to the seventh grade students of MTs Ma’arif Andong in 
academic year of 2015/2016. 
 
E. Benefits of the Study 
 The researcher has divided the benefit of study into two types: 
theoretically and practically. 
1. Theoretically 
The researcher hopes that the study of reading can help andgive clear 
understanding about contains of the text and makes the teaching learning 
more interested by using Talking Stick Technique. 
2. Practically 
a. For teacher 
The teacher can be applied Talking Stick Technique as the good 
technique to learn English especially reading comprehension. 
b. For students 
This study will help the students to get fun and motivation and able 
to take much knowledge and experience in reading comprehension. 
c. For researcher 
This study gives benefit for researcher as new experience and 
experiment to implement their technique in English learning. 
 
 
 
   
 
d. For  the school 
Talking Stick Technique can be applied as additional references for 
further research in a different context that will give the contribution 
of in English teaching and learning process. 
 
F. Definition of Key Terms 
a. Reading comprehension. 
 Reading comprehension is defined as the process of simultaneously 
extracting and constructing meaning, though interaction and involvement 
with written text. The word extracting and constructing are emphasized 
both to the importance and insufficiency of the text as a determinant of 
reading of reading comprehension (Chair, 2002:11) 
b. Talking Stick 
 Talking Stick is thing which is used as media to explain about 
anyone ideas in a group and only the one who hold the stick has the 
chance to talk. It means every member in a group has the same chance to 
declare by the pass the stick (Suprijono, 2011:17) 
c. Classroom Action Research   
 Classroom Action Research accords to the thought a dynamic and 
complementary process, which consist of four fundamental steps in a 
spiraling process, namely planning, action, observation, and reflection (in 
Burns, 1999:32) 
 
  
   
 
CHAPTER II 
THEORITICAL REVIEW 
 
 This chapter provides a review on reading comprehension, review on 
descriptive, review on Talking Stick, and teaching reading by using Talking Stick. 
A. Review on Reading Comprehension 
1. Definition of Reading  
 There are many definitions of reading, firstly reading is a process 
of getting meaning from printed word symbols. It is not morally a 
process of making conventionalized noises associated with this symbol 
(Hellman 1961: 8). 
 Reading is an active, fluent process that involves the reader and the 
reading material in building meaning. Meaning does not reside on the 
printed page (a) synergy occurs in reading, which combines the words on 
the printed page with the readers background knowledge and 
experiences.  
 Reading is what happen when people look at the text and assign 
meaning to the written symbols in that text. Further, the text and the 
reader are the two physical entities necessary for the reading process to 
begin. Thus, there is an interaction between the text and the reader that 
constitute actual reading (Auber sold and Field 1997:51). 
 Reading is learning a new language in, help us learn, to think, build 
a better vocabulary, more comfortable with written English and plan to 
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study and English speaking country (Wesley 2002:1). Based on the 
definition above, the researcher concludes that reading is means of 
communication between the reader and the writer. So that the reader 
understands with the writer says in the certain text. The reader reads this 
graphic symbols as the message representation. Besides it, reading has 
some basic aspects that reading for active process that goes on between 
the reader and the text, resulting in comprehension. 
2. Reading Comprehension 
 English as an international language makes student be able to 
master English. Since English has four language skills, it means that 
student also should be able to master all of them. One of them is reading 
skill. It is also important to be learned and mastered by every student. By 
reading, students were relaxed, interacted with the feelings and thoughts, 
add information, and knowledge e. It is also new way to get information 
from something that was written. Richard (1997:15) states reading is 
what happens when people look at a text and assign meaning to the 
written. Harmer (1991: 190) states reading is an exercise dominated by 
the eyes and the brain. The eyes receive the message and the brain then 
has to work out the significance of these messages. 
 Comprehension can be referred as the process of deriving meaning 
from the connected text. It involves word knowledge (vocabulary) as 
well as thinking and reasoning. Therefore, comprehension is not a 
passive process, but an active one. The readers actively engage with the 
   
 
text to construct meaning. This active engagement includes making use 
of prior knowledge. It involves drawing inferences  from  the  words  and  
expressions  that a writer  uses  to  communicate information,  ideas and  
viewpoints. Chair (2002:11) states reading comprehension is defined as 
the process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning 
though interaction and involvement with written text. The word 
extracting and constructing are emphasized both to the importance and 
insufficiency of the text as determinant of reading comprehension.  
3. The aim of Reading 
According to Smith (1994:4) reading has three aims as follows: 
a. Reading for information 
 Reading for information helps the readers recognize factual 
information in various forms, such as maps, charts, plans, and 
notices. The reader also can use reading selection to get information. 
b. Reading for meaning  
Reading for meaning helps the readers recognize and understand the 
purpose of a reading selection. It also helps the readers to recognize 
how these purposes are reflected in the kind of language the writer 
uses. 
c. Reading for pleasure 
Reading for pleasure offers a variety of short texts, fiction and non-
fiction from printed media as a book, magazines, comics, brochures, 
etc.  
   
 
4. The Technique of Reading 
Imroatus and Joko (1992:40) mention the main ways of reading as 
follows: 
a. Skimming  
 Skimming is quickly one’s eyes over a text to get the gist of it.  
Skimmig is used to gather information quickly. According to 
Williams, the purpose of skimming is simply to see what a text is 
about the reader skims in order to satisfy  a very general curiosity 
about a text. It also helps the reader to recognize their thought and 
specify what information they can get from the book, so that their 
subsequent reading is more efficient. There are two important things 
to do with developing skimming skill: the time must be strictly 
controlled and prevented from reading the whole text. For example, 
reading a newspaper (quickly to get general news of the day), 
business and travel brochures (quickly to get the information). 
b. Scanning 
 Scanning is quick reading to find certain information in the text. It 
is a reading technique to locate single fact or specific information 
without reading every word (Imroatus and Joko, 2014: 15). Scanning 
is very useful for finding specific name, date and statistic or fact 
without reading the entire article. In scanning when a reader finds 
the sentence that has the information being sought. The reader 
should read the entire sentence. After he might read the text again 
   
 
more carefully to find other information (if he wants or he is not 
satisfied with what he was gotten). Again, how to scan should be 
introduced to the beginners by telling them scanning signs (e.g. 
Capital letters) which help them. Strictly control time, prevention 
from reading intensively, and limited number of questions must be 
put into consideration. 
5. Models of Reading 
 In looking for ways to describe the interaction between reader and 
text, scientists have also created the model that describes what happen 
when people read (Aebersold and Field, 1997: 17). The expert provides a 
thorough summary of three main models of how reading occurs. They are 
bottom up, top down theory and the interactive school of theorists 
(Barnettb in Aeborsold and field, 1997: 17-18). Model of reading divided 
as follows: 
a. Bottom-up theory argues that the reader contracts the text from the 
smallest units (letters to word phases to sentences, etc.) and becomes 
automatic that reader is not aware of how it operate. It means that 
readers have to understand the passage by the reading word by word 
to reach the whole understanding. 
b. Top-down theory argues that the reader is a great deal of knowledge, 
expectation, assumption, and questions to the text and given the 
basic understanding of vocabulary and check when new information 
   
 
appears. Reader has known about the passage, so they just want to 
know if there is any new information in the passage. 
c. The interactive school of theories argues that both top-down and 
bottom-up processes are occurring either alternatively or the same 
time. It describes a process that moves both top-down and bottom-up 
depending on the type of the text as well as son the readers’ 
background knowledge, language proficiency level, motivation 
strategies use, and a culturally shaped beliefs about reading. 
6. Type of reading activity 
Brown says that there are three main types of reading activities as 
follows (Brown, 2001:315): 
a. Before-reading activities 
   Before-reading activities is an activity planned to prepare 
the students mentally before they have the material. The teacher 
gives the questions concerning with the passage in order to help the 
students focus on the points of the subject. They have to use their 
idea to predict what kind of subject they will discuss. 
b. While-reading 
  While-reading is an activity to understand the text which is 
focused on the learning process. In this activity, it is preferable to 
present the questions first to the students. This idea is based on our 
daily life that we have to get the reason first before we form special 
   
 
activities. In whilst reading activity, there are seventh skills that 
should be developed. 
c. After reading activity 
  The last activity in reading is after reading activity. After-
reading activity is systematic learning technique to collaborate 
students result after reading a text. The purpose of the activity is to 
give a chance to the students to apply what they have got from the 
text to make news activities. The teachers give them a task. The task 
is not about text but it is something beyond the text. 
7. Level of reading comprehension. 
Imroatus, Joko, Herman and Slamet (2014:50) say that the skill of 
comprehension are grouped under three major divisions of reading:  
a. Literal Reading 
  Literal comprehension involves what the researcher is 
actually saying. At this level, information and ideas are explicitly 
stated in the text or on the surface. It is also appropriate to test 
vocabulary. The answers to literal questions are directly stated in the 
text because ideas and information are explicitly stated in the reading 
material.  
  Literal questions usually consist of who, what, when, and 
where questions. Some are in the form of: 
1) Recognizing and recalling facts 
2) Identifying the main idea 
   
 
3) Supporting details 
4) Categorizing 
5) Outlining 
6) Locating information 
7) Using context clues to supply meaning. 
b. Inferential reading 
  Inferential comprehension deals with what the researcher 
means by what is said. The reader must read between the lines and 
makes inferences about things not directly stated. The inferences are 
made in the main idea, supporting details, sequence, and cause and 
effect relationships. It could also involve interpreting figurative 
language, drawing conclusions, predicting outcomes, determining 
the mood, and judging the researchers’ point of view. Inferential 
comprehension normally uses open-ended, thought-provoking 
questions like why, what if, and how. The questions ask reasoning 
and show parts of story that supports the idea. Inferential or 
interpretive what is implied, concluded or meant, rather than what is 
actually stated. 
1) Making references 
2) Referring to clues in context 
3) Rearranging ideas or topics in the text 
4) Explaining researchers’ purpose of writing 
5) Summarizing main idea not explicitly stated in the text 
   
 
6) Selecting conclusion from the text 
c. Critical reading 
  Critical or evaluative reading whereby ideas and 
information are evaluated. Critical evaluation occurs only after our 
students have understood the ideas and information that the writer 
has presented. In this level, we are analyzing or synthesizing 
information and applying it to other information. Evaluative 
questions explain ideas and identify other sources of information 
outside of the text or information in the head or somewhere else. 
Students can be tested on the following skills: 
1) The ability to differentiate between facts and opinions. 
2) The ability to recognize persuasive statements. 
3) The ability to judge the accuracy of the information given in the 
text. 
8. Improving reading comprehension ability 
 Improvement in comprehension can be achieved through reading in 
context during the regular reading period, through reading activity during 
other parts of the school day and through the use of practice exercise set 
up to improve comprehension, as stated by Dallman (1982:174) as 
follows: 
a. Improving through incidental means 
 The term incidental means is used to refer to all types of reading 
situations other than those involving practices exercises. The teacher 
   
 
can help students develop many comprehending skills through 
activity other than reading. 
b. Improving through practical exercise 
 A direct practice in the form of exercise can help the students to 
develop skills in comprehending what they read. In the use exercise, 
teacher must keep in mind certain basic principles; 
1) The teacher should have a clearly defined goal to be 
accomplished with each of the practice materials used. 
2) The students should know the purposes of each practice exercise 
3) The students should be helped to see the importance of the skill 
to be developed by means of a given exercise. 
c. Questioning as a teaching for improving comprehension 
 Questioning can serve as one of the most effective means of 
improving comprehension, both of the spoken and written word. The 
question made by teachers and students can serve as one of the most 
effective means of improving comprehension. 
9. Teaching Reading 
 In teaching English, reading skill becomes one of English skills 
that cannot be neglected. The mastery of reading skill is regarded very 
important to be taught because it will influence other skills of English 
(i.e. listening, speaking and writing). For example, when the teacher asks 
the students to read a text aloud, they learn reading and speaking skills. 
On the other hand, when the teacher asks the students to answer the 
   
 
question based on the text they read, they learn writing skill. The other 
example, when the teacher asks the students to listen the text that their 
friends read, they learn listening skill. 
 Harmer (1998:70) suggests that there are five principles in teaching 
reading, their purposes are to make the efficient teaching reading. The 
five principles are as follows: 
a. Reading is not a passive skill 
The teacher should motivate the students to be active in reading skill. 
For example, the teacher asks the student to guess what the word 
means. After guessing meaning, the teacher should give appreciation 
such as giving applause, additional score, etc., then, the teacher asks 
the students to work out in order that they do not forget it quickly. 
b. The students need to be engaged with what they are reading. 
Students who do not engage with the reading text and not actively 
interested in what they are reading will get no benefit from it. Hence, 
the teacher should select interesting topic.  
c. The students should be encouraged to respond to the content of 
reading text, not just the language. 
  In studying reading text, the students do not only study the 
number of paragraph but also study the meaning and the message of 
the text. That is why, it is important to give the students chance to 
respond the message of the text.  
 
   
 
d. Prediction is major factor in reading. 
  Before we read, we often look at the blurb. It may contain a 
summary, a photograph, and headline. It affects us to predict what 
we are going to read. The teacher’s note here is giving the students 
‘illustration’, so they can predict what is coming. 
10. Teaching Reading for Junior High School 
 English teaching should be the main priority to the students in the 
beginning of their schooling. The teachers should encourage their 
students to love for reading and groom them into becoming lifelong 
readers. From that statement, it can be assumed that the teaching of 
reading especially to read English text is better to be started earlier. The 
amount of time given to teach reading will depend on the needs and 
wants of the learner as specified in the syllabus. 
 Based on the Curriculum 13 (K-13) for Junior High School 
(SMP/MTS) in Indonesia, the researcher takes the seventh grade students 
of Junior High School as the object of this study. The competence 
standard in students reading ability is to understand the meaning of 
functional text and short essay in the form of descriptive and procedure 
text related to environment. In line with it, the students must comprehend 
some comprehension skills of reading such as: finding information, 
finding main idea, and finding meaning. 
 
 
   
 
B. Review on Descriptive  
 Based on the syllabus, the seventh grade students in MTs Ma’arif of 
second semester is learning descriptive text. Therefore, here the researcher 
shows the concept of descriptive text. 
1. The Definition of Descriptive Text 
 One of genre that junior high school student learn is descriptive 
text. The descriptive text is the text which describes something. Dhurhari 
(2007:24) says that descriptive text is the text which describes and gives 
more detail information about particular people, thing, place, and animal. 
It means that descriptive text tells the readers to know about something 
specifically by giving characteristic of something which described. 
 Moreover, descriptive text tells about the sense how something 
looks, feels, smells, tastes, and sound. Its shows how the reader can feel 
and imagine the description of text. Whereas. Buscemi and Smith 
(2004:61) argued that the fundamental to describe is appealing to the 
senses (sight, hearing, and touch). Based on his statement, it means that 
in describing something, it needs to explain what people see, hear and 
feel. 
 Regarding the previous explanation, the researcher concludes that 
descriptive text is text which describes something and includes of the 
characteristic and qualification of something, someone, or somewhere. It 
tells the readers with detail information that can help them to imagine 
and to describe in their mind about what the content of the text. 
   
 
 
2. The Purpose of Descriptive Text 
 The purpose of descriptive text is to describe people, thing, place, 
and animal. The students read descriptive text might be basically to know 
way of describing someone, something or somewhere. It means the 
reader can get information about characteristic, qualification, parts, and 
so on. Meanwhile, Anderson (2009:28) stated that the purpose of 
descriptive text is to tell about subject by describing the characteristic 
without including personal opinions, the example of descriptive text are 
description of a particular building, description of specific animal, 
description of particular place, and description of a specific person. The 
aim of description is to enable the reader what something looks like. It 
attempts to paint a picture with words. In this sense, the description also 
attempts to put the reader directly in touch with the physical world within 
the readers’ senses. Description helps the readers visualize a scene or a 
person and understand the related sensation or emotion. It also helps 
students organize their thinking as well as their writing, and to be able to 
communicate thoughts and ideas cleanly to the reader.  
 Based on those statements above, descriptive text has a purpose to 
describe a particular person, places, animals, and things that tell about 
their characteristics and qualification. Then, it helps the reader to imagine 
what the text is about. 
 
   
 
3. Schematic Structure of Descriptive Text 
 An effective descriptive text has several significant characteristics 
which a reader may use as standard to guide his or her reading. The 
schematic structure of descriptive paragraph consists of identification and 
description. Identification mentions phenomenon to be described, while 
the description describes the parts, the qualities, and characteristics of 
what has been described. 
 In conclusion, the schematic structure is important to organize a 
good descriptive paragraph. It can help to see the organization of 
description clearly. Therefore, the reader can easily to get the 
imagination of description. 
4. Linguistic Feature of Descriptive Text 
 Hartono (1999:9) states about descriptive text, he assumed that the 
linguistic features of description are; first, focus on specific participants, 
second, use attributes and identifying processes. Next, use of epithets and 
classifier in nominal groups. The last, use simple present tense. In 
addition, linguistic of descriptive text includes verb in present time, use 
adjectives to describe the feature of the subject, and topic sentences to 
begin a paragraph and organize the various aspects of the description. 
Based on those statements, it means that linguistic feature of descriptive 
text consists of specific participant who describe it, use simple present 
and also use attributive to identify itself. 
 
   
 
C. Review onTalking Stick 
1. The Understanding of Talking Stick 
 There are so many techniques that can be applied in a class to 
improve reading comprehensions. One of the techniques that can be 
chosen is Talking Stick Technique. 
 Hanafiah and Suhana (2010:47) say that Talking Stick is technique 
in teaching process using stick, the student who gets the stick should 
answer the teacher question after reading the material. Talking Stick 
encourages the students to give their opinion bravely.  
 Kurniasih and Sani (2015:7) say that Talking Stick is thing which 
is used as media to explain about anyone ideas in a group and only the 
one who hold the stick has the chance to talk. It means every member in 
a group has the same chance to declare by the pass the stick.
 Suprijono (2011: 112) states that,’’ the Talking Stick is an ancient 
tool that has been used by many indigenous communities around the 
world, Aboriginal and Native American in particular that has been used 
for decision making in a group: expressing grievances in such a way that 
all voiced are honored and listening privileged and as ritualized way for 
community to entertain themselves through Talking Stick’’. It believes 
Talking Stick is classic manner from Aboriginal and Native American to 
determine judgment or showing lamentation of anyone in a group by 
telling it. 
   
 
 Locust (in Lie, 2007:3) states that the Talking Stick has been used 
for centuries by many Indian tribes as a means of just and impartial 
hearing. The Talking Stick was commonly used in council circles to 
decide who had the right to speak. When matters of great concern would 
come before the council, the leading elder would hold the Talking Stick, 
and begin the discussion. When he would finish what we had to say, he 
would hold out the Talking Stick, and whoever would speak after him 
would take it in this manner, the stick would be passed from one 
individual to another until all who want to speak had done so, the stick 
was then passed back to the elder for safe keeping. The teacher provides 
the material that gave to the student and give them a rule of using 
Talking Stick Technique in teaching learning process that day. 
 Locust claims that there are some rules about using the Talking 
Stick Technique, “whoever hold the Talking Stick has within his hands 
the power of words. Only him who can speak while he holds the stick 
and the other council members must remain silent. The eagle feather tied 
to the stick gives him the courage and wisdom to speak truthfully and 
wisely. The rabbit fur on the end of the stick reminds him that his words 
must come from his heart. It shows that only the one stick that can 
express their ideas in a group other component have to hear what he or 
she talk about. 
 Giyoto and Fauzi (2013:45-46) state that there are some 
implementation steps of Talking Stick, which are: 
   
 
1. The teacher prepares a stick 
2. The teacher prepares the material that will be learnt and gives 
opportunity to the students to read the material clearly.  
3. After finish to read the material, the teacher asks the students to close 
their book.  
4. The teacher takes a stick and gives it to the students and then the 
teacher gives question and the student who gets the stick should 
answer the question clearly.  
5. The teacher gives conclusion 
6. The teacher gives evaluation 
7. The last steps is Closing  
 Giyoto and Fauzi (2013:46) say that there are some advantages in 
using Talking Stick to improve students’ reading comprehension: 
1. To check the students’ readiness  
2. To guide the student in reading and understanding quickly 
3.  Motivate the students to study hard 
  From the explanation, it can be concluded as Talking Stick 
is technique in teaching process using stick, the student who gets the 
stick should answer the teacher question after reading the material. 
The instrument of Talking Stick might be a stick decorated with 
carvings, paintings, or item from nature. 
 
 
   
 
2. Teaching Reading by Using Talking Stick 
 Before implementing Talking Stick in teaching learning process, 
the researcher as the teacher is doing some activities. There are: first, the 
teacher gives greeting to the student and pray together. Secondly, the 
teacher checks the students’ attendance list. Thirdly, the teacher motivates 
the students by giving some simple questions that related to the theme 
about descriptive test. In the main activity, the teacher gives text about 
descriptive text to the students. They have to understand the text clearly. 
 The researcher applies the steps for using Talking Stick from 
Giyoto and Fauzi (2013:45-46) to apply this step in teaching reading 
comprehension. The first step is the teacher prepares a stick. Secondly, the 
teacher prepares the material that will be learnt and gives opportunity to 
the students to read the material clearly. The next step is after reading the 
material, the teacher asks the students to close their book. Fourthly, the 
teacher takes a stick and gives it to the students and then the teacher gives 
question and the student who gets the stick should answer the question 
clearly. Then, the teacher gives conclusion and evaluation. The last step is 
closing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
D. Review of Previous Study 
  In this study the researcher reviews several research conducted by 
the previous researcher as composition, the researcher looks for the relevant 
thesis which are closed to the implementation of Talking Stick Technique to 
improve the reading comprehension. In this case, the researcher was found 
some research which is closed or similar to research. 
  The first, the researcher takes from fitria Arbaina. She is the 
students of English Education department of Sunan Muria University that 
graduates in March 2014. Her thesis entitled “The Reading Ability of 
Recount Text of Eighth Grade Students of SMP N 1 Mejobo in Academic 
Year 2013/2014 Taught by Using Group Work with Talking Stick”. This 
thesis is different with the research because the researcher uses Classroom 
Action Research, while the research design of this thesis is used experimental 
research. The subject and object of this research also different with the 
researcher. This research focuses in eight grade student and reading ability 
(Recount text). The result of this research showed that the score after doing 
experimental research by using Talking Stick Technique is 83,5 while before 
using Talking Stick Technique is 64,9 . It means that the improvement very 
significant. The result of this research is there is any significant difference of 
the reading ability before and after being though by using Talking Stick.  
  The second, the researcher takes previous study from the thesis 
Topan caesario. He is the students of English Education department of prof. 
Dr. Hamka Muhammadiyah University, Jakarta. He was graduated in 2015. 
   
 
This thesis entitled “The Effectiveness of Using Talking Stick Technique to 
Improve students speaking Ability to the Tenth Grade Students of Senior 
High School of 13 Tangerang in 2015/2016”.It has same technique that is 
chosen by the researcher, that is Talking Stick, but Toppan’s study focuses on 
different skill from the researcher’s study. He focused on speaking ability but 
researcher focusses on reading comprehension. The research design is also 
deference. Toppan uses experimental design while the researcher uses 
Classroom Action Research. The result of this research showed that the score 
after doing experimental research by using Talking Stick Technique is higher 
than before using Talking Stick Technique in teaching speaking ability. 
  The third previous study was coming from the journal of  Bung 
Hatta University composed by Rindawati Noviasari (2014) with entitled” 
Teaching Speaking Through Talking Stick Technique”. In this journal 
presents the efficient way of getting students to share their different ideas or 
perfective in mastering speaking by using Talking Stick. The aim of this 
research is to increase the student motivation to speak English and develop 
speaking frequency.  
  The Last relevant is found from the journal by Kimberly Fujioka 
(2006), the title is, “the Talking Stick an American Indian traditional in the 
ESL classroom”. The journal shows about the implementation of Talking 
Stick Technique to teach in the class which is transformative. The 
researcher’s research has different concerns in using Talking Stick it show 
   
 
from the skill. This journal focused on speaking but researcher focused on 
reading. 
 
E. Hypothesis 
 The hypothesis is a tentative answer to the problem of research, until 
proven by the collected. (Arikunto, 2006:71) 
 Based on the theory above, the hypothesis of this research can be 
formulated as follows Talking Stick Technique can improve the reading 
comprehension of the seventh grade students ofMTs Ma’arif Andong in 
academic year 2015/2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
 This chapter discusses about the methodology of the research that was used 
in the study. This chapter covers design of the research, setting of research, subject 
of the research, the model of the action research, the technique of collecting data, 
and the technique of analyzing data. 
A. The Design of the Research 
  The researcher conducted the research by using Classroom Action 
Research (CAR). Mills (2007: 6) says that CAR is any systematic inquiry 
conducted by teacher, researcher, school counselors or other stakeholder in 
teaching learning environment to gather information about the ways how their 
particular school operate, how they teach and how well their students learn. 
That Classroom Action Research is how a teacher group can organize their 
learning practice and study from the experience themselves. They can try to 
correct idea in their learning practice and look real influence of it. Another 
expert, Kusumah and Dwitagamah (2010:9) said that Classroom Action 
Research is research that is done by teachers in their class with any steps: 
planning, implementation and reflecting the action collaboratively and 
participative with an aim to repair work as a teacher. It is expected to improve 
students’ skill. Then they also state that CAR is action research that is done 
by the teacher in the class. Based on the definition above, it can be concluded 
that Classroom Action Research is research which done by teacher to repair 
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the technique in teaching learning process by using some steps: planning, 
implementing or acting and reflecting. 
  Kemmis and Mc Taggart (in Burns 1999:32) said that the 
Classroom Action Research accord through a dynamic and complementary 
process, which consist of four fundamental steps in a spiraling process, 
namely planning, action, observation, and reflection. The process can be 
described as follows: 
 
Picture3.1 CAR cycles 
The procedure of CAR in this research is as follows: 
1. Identifying the problem 
 The researcher conducted pre-research through observation of 
teaching learning process and interview with the English teacher and the 
student before implementing the study. It was aimed to identify the 
problem happening during the teaching and learning process and to 
   
 
confirm the teacher’s and students’ difficulties in teaching learning 
process. 
 
2. Implementation the CAR 
The implementation of CAR includes four steps as follow: 
a. Planning 
 Planning based on Kemmis and Mc Taggart means developing a 
plan critically informed action to improve what is already happening. 
In this step the researcher prepares the technique, media, and 
materials. The technique here refers to a collaborative learning 
technique, especially Talking Stick. Media used are the stick and the 
teacher itself as a model to improve their activeness, whereas the 
materials such as lesson plan, students’ materials, and students’ 
worksheet. The lesson plan here made by the researcher to deliver the 
materials. The material discussed first with the Mr. Mutaqin as 
English teacher. 
b. Action  
 Kemmis and Mc Taggart stated that action means act to implement 
the plan. The researcher implemented the teaching reading through 
Talking Stick Technique. In this case, the researcher implemented the 
plan in each cycle of action research. The implementation done in two 
cycles. Cycle one consists of two meetings and cycle two consists of 
   
 
three meetings. At the end of each cycle, the researcher conducted a 
formative test to see the students’ progress in reading comprehension.  
c. Observation  
 Based on Kemmis and Mc Taggart, observation means that 
observing effects of the critically informed action in the context in 
which it occurs. The researcher observed all activities in teaching and 
learning process. The researcher used two indicators to measure the 
students’ activeness when teaching learning process according to 
Arikunto (2006:222), they are as follows: (1) teacher active and (2) 
students active. 
d. Reflection  
 Reflecting is processed on these researches as the basis for further 
planning, subsequent critically informed and so on, through a 
succession of a stage. In other words, the researcher made an analysis 
on what has observed to find the weaknesses and the strengths of the 
teaching activity already carried out. The result of this step was the 
basis of the next activity or cycle and also answered the problem 
statements that have been proposed by the writer before the action was 
carried out. 
  To support the definitions above, here are the key points of 
CAR as proposed by Mc Kernan (in Arikunto, 2006:224). 
1. CAR is an action, which is taken as a result of reflection on 
phenomenon done by the researcher. 
   
 
2. CAR always arises from some specific problem or issuing 
arising out of the researchers practice. 
3. CAR can be done by one person or individually but will be 
rationally empowering when undertaken by participant 
collaboratively. 
4. CAR start with small cycle of planning, acting, observing, and 
assumptions more clearly. 
 The aim of CAR is to improve the quality of the system in 
certain social circumstances including educational system. 
Considering the aim of CAR that is improving teaching learning 
quality, the researcher used this design to improve the reading 
comprehension at the seventh grade students of MTs Ma’arif 
Andong through Talking Stick. In this study, the researcher is 
the designer and the observer of this classroom action and the 
teacher as the collaborator who assists the researcher for the 
reliability of the result. 
 
B. Setting of Research 
1. Place of Research 
 The research was conducted in MTs Ma’arif Boyolali. The school 
is located on Karangjoho Mojo Andong Boyolali. The situation of the 
school environment is safe and quiet. The condition of the school is 
good. MTs Ma’arif has three grades of the class. They are the seventh 
   
 
grade, the eighth grade, and the ninth grade. Each grade consists of four 
classes. Every class consists of 30-35 students. There are 12 classrooms 
for teaching learning process and other buildings are; teacher and 
headmaster’s room, a cooperation room, a computer room, a library, a 
mosque, toilets, cafeteria, and a yard.   
 MTs Ma’arif uses Curriculum 13 (K-13) as the curriculum of 
instructional process. The teaching learning process is arranged from 
Monday to Saturday from 07.00 am to 01.30 pm. 
2. Setting of time 
 The researcher conducted Classroom Action Research from April 
until June 2016. The detail research schedule is in the following table:  
Table 3.1 Schedule of the researcher 
 
No. 
 
ACTIVITIES 
TIME 
May 2015 
Week  
1 
Week  
2 
Week 
3 
Week 
4 
Week 
5 
1. Pre-research      
2. Pre test      
3. First meeting 
(Cycle 1) 
     
4. Second meeting 
(Cycle 1) 
     
5. Post-test (cycle 1)      
6. First meeting 
(Cycle 2) 
     
7. Second meeting 
(Cycle 2) 
     
8. Post-test (cycle 2)      
 
 
 
   
 
C. Subject of Research 
  Based on the interview with the English teacher that is Mr. 
Muttaqin, the researcher know that from VIIA-VIID Classes of the seventh 
grade there is one class that has a problem with their reading comprehension. 
The teacher said that VIIC class has the lowest score in reading, 
comprehending, they have a low score because they have difficulties in 
reading comprehension text. From the explanation above, the researcher 
chooses the seventh grade student of MTs Ma’arif Andong class VIIC to be 
the subject of the research. 
 
D. Procedure of action research 
 According to Kemmis and Mc Taggart (in Burns 1999:32) Classroom 
Action Research    (CAR) applied some procedure as follows: 
1. Identifying the problem 
 The researcher has to identify the problems before planning the 
action. The researcher identified the problems by doing pre- research 
observation. The pre-research observation activities where the researcher 
interviewed some students and the teacher. It was aimed to know the 
problem face by the students. Besides that, the researcher also gave the 
pretest to the student. It aimed to knowing the capability of their reading 
comprehension. 
2. Planning the action  
   
 
 The researcher made the plan after knowing the problems face by 
the students in learning process. The planning was made to give solution 
of the problem that faced by the student and the teacher in teaching 
learning process. The first, the researcher prepared all things that support 
in teaching include the material and the technique. The researcher 
prepared the material of descriptive text, makes the lesson plan of 
descriptive text, prepare the stick as the media and prepare the 
observation sheet. 
3. Implementing the action  
 The researcher implemented the teaching learning by using Talking 
Stick Technique in the VIIC class. The researcher taught the student in 
the classroom as their teacher. The main activities are: 
a. Review  
In this case the teacher reviewed the material about previous lesson. 
The purpose is to check the previous lesson. 
b. New command  
The teacher introduced the Talking Stick Technique in the reading 
passage and explained about the material focus on descriptive text. 
c. Role reversal  
The teacher explained about Talking Stick to the students. She gave 
the descriptive text to the students. After that, she gave a stick and 
the students should pass that stick one to another student. The 
   
 
student who gets that stick when the music stops, he/she should 
answer the teacher’s question.  
d. Discussed  Material and answer the question 
The teacher asked to the students to read themselves, and the teacher 
helped the students to understand the reading passage. The teacher 
gave the stick by playing music and the student who gets the stick 
should answer the question of the teacher, it was continued by the 
teacher until all students got the chance to get stick. 
4. Observation or monitoring the action 
 The researcher was helped by the teacher and collaborator to 
monitor the action. The collaborator is Riwayati, the student of English 
Department sixth semester. The collaborator made field note about the 
strength and the weakness when the researcher does the action by using 
Talking Stick Technique in VIIC class to teach reading comprehension. 
The teacher also controls the classroom environment when the researcher 
implement the Talking Stick Technique. 
5. Reflection the result of the observation. 
 The researcher analyzed and made an evaluation of the students’ 
response when the researcher, teaches reading comprehension by using 
the Talking Stick Technique. In Classroom Action Research, the 
researcher should improve the students’ achievement. However, when 
the score is not satisfied enough since there are still some students who 
   
 
had less attention, the researcher decided to text the next cycle in order to 
make better improvement to the students’ reading comprehension. 
6. Revision the plan 
 Revision the plan done if the result of the action showed that the 
plan is not effective. The researcher revised the plan for the next cycles. 
E. Technique of Collecting Data  
  In this CAR, the researcher collected the data using qualitative and 
quantitative technique. Wallace (1998:38) defines that qualitative is used to 
describe data which are not enable to being counted or measured in an 
objective way, and are therefore ‘subjective’, while quantitative technique is 
broadly used to describe what can be counted or measured and therefore be 
considered ‘objective’. So the researcher collected the data by using test and 
observation. 
1. Test  
 To collect the data, the researcher made a test as the instrument. 
The researcher gives test to find numerical data that were analyzed 
statistically. Brown (2003: 3), states that test is a technique of measuring a 
person’s knowledge, or performance in a given domain. In this research, 
the researcher was conducted the pre-test was held to know the student 
achievement before teaching reading using Talking Stick Technique. The 
form of the test is multiple choices, true-false and essay test. The total 
number of items is 20 and the time allotted to do the test is 30 minutes. 
The posttest held to know the improvement of students understanding in 
   
 
descriptive text after they had been implemented Talking Stick Technique. 
The form of the test is multiple choices, essay test and true false. This 
evaluation was done at the end of the cycle. The item number of the test 
arranged the same as the number of items is 20 and the time allotted to do 
the test that is 30 minutes. 
2. Observation  
  Observation is very important in action research. It helps the 
researcher to manage the document and reflect systematically upon 
classroom and event. (Arikunto 2006:199) states that “observation is 
recording event, action, and process”. It means observation is doing 
something directly to observe events and process. The observation was 
don’t to see the process of using Talking Stick to teach reading 
comprehension. On the observation was helped by collaborator to observe 
the teaching learning process by using Talking Stick. The researcher 
teaches reading comprehension by using Talking Stick and was helped by 
collaborator to observe the students activity during teaching reading by 
using Talking Stick. The researcher used observation to answer the 
problem statement number one 
3. Interview  
  Burns (1999:117) stated that interview is face to face personal 
interactions which generate data about research. Here, interviewing when 
considered as a technique for conducting qualitative research is technique 
used to understand the experiences of others. The researcher conducted 
   
 
interview with the teachers and the students to know the teacher and the 
students’ problem in their teaching learning process. The interview was 
conducted by the researcher before starting the research. 
 
F. Technique of Analyzing Data 
  To analyze this research, the researcher uses qualitative and 
quantitative technique. First, for qualitative data will be analyzed by using 
interactional process as suggested by Miles and Huberman (1994:24) the 
process included as follow steps: 
1. Data Collection 
 Data collection means collecting the data from observation, 
interview, and documents. The data that was collected by researcher as 
follows; the result of students’ activity and teacher activity during teaching 
learning process and students’ score in pre-test and posttest of the 
observation when the researcher implement the Talking Stick Technique to 
the seventh grade student in teaching reading comprehension. 
2. Data Reduction 
 Data reduction means summarizing the data, choosing the main 
issues, and finding the patterns and losing the unimportant issues. The 
researcher does reduction of the data which is gotten from observation. In 
this step, the researcher focused on data of observation, because to answer 
   
 
the first problem statement, the most suitable instrument of collecting the 
data was observation. 
3. Data Display  
 Data Display used to display the qualitative data from data 
reduction in order to know the pattern of data so that it was easy to 
understand. The researcher organized the data and described the result of 
observation. The data was taken from the situation in teaching learning 
process in implementationof Talking Stick Technique to improve students 
reading comprehension for the seventh grade students of MTs Ma’arif 
Andong. 
4.  Conclusion Drawing or Verification  
 In this step, the researcher made an initial conclusion about of 
Talking Stick Technique to improve students reading comprehension for 
the seventh grade students of MTs Ma’arif Andong. The initial conclusion 
was able to achieve the research question based on the qualitative data 
which was taken from observation and documentation, so this research 
would be credible. 
 Meanwhile, the quantitative data was analyzed by comparing the 
student pretest and post-test score. The cooperation aimed to know 
whether the students' reading comprehension improved or not. The 
formula to calculate the mean score of pretest and posttest as follows: 
   
 
 X =
∑X
N
    Y =
∑𝑌
𝑁
 
In which: 
 
X : Mean of pre test score 
Y  : Mean of post text score 
N : Mean of number of subjects 
∑X : The sum of pre test score 
∑Y : The sum of post test score 
 
  The researcher used some criteria to find out the standard of 
reading comprehension of the student in this research. The minimum Mastery 
criterion – kriteria ketuntasan minimal (KKM) score of English subject at the 
seventh grade students at the MTs Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 2015/2016 
is 70. The student who gets 70 mean they pass grade of the English subject. The 
researcher used those criteria to know standard of performance of the students in 
this research. Thus, the researcher knew that the implementation of Talking Stick 
Technique can improve the reading comprehension of VIIC students at MTs 
Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 2015/2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
CHAPTER IV 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 
A. Finding 
  The research design which was used in this study was classroom 
action research. The objective of this present study was to figure out whether 
or not the reading comprehension of the seventh grade students of MTs 
Ma’arif Andong in academic year 2015/2016 can be improved by using 
Talking Stick Technique. The students of the study were the seventh grade 
students which were 39 students. The data gathered were derived from the 
result of pre-test and post-tests in cycle I and cycle II. Pre-test was 
administered to the students to obtain their pre-existing ability in reading 
comprehension. In addition, post-test was used to know students’ ability in 
reading comprehension after they were taught by the researcher. Each cycle 
consisted of two meetings and one post-tests in a cycle.  
1. Pre-Cycle 
  In pre-cycle, the researcher conducted initial reflection by doing 
observation. In addition, the observation was done by interviewing the 
English teacher and direct observation in the classroom to know exactly 
the problems that the students faced in reading comprehension. Based on 
the interview, it was known that the students had difficulties in finding 
information, specific information, textual meaning and reference of a 
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reading passage. Furthermore, the English teacher also explained that most 
of the students failed in gaining the information contained in the reading 
passage because they were lack of grammar and vocabulary.  
 To know the real problem and quantify the students’ initial 
reflection in reading comprehension, the researcher gave pre-test. In pre-
test, the researcher asked the students to answer the questions in the form 
of multiple choice. Multiple choice test consisted of 20 items. The 
students’ answers the questions in maximum 40 minutes. Moreover, the 
results of the students’ answers would be scored by using the formula that 
had been presented in previous chapter. There were 39 students who 
followed the pre-test. After scoring the students’ pre-test, the researcher 
got the sum of the students’ total score which was 2435 (see table 4.1). 
The researcher would use the formula to count the students’ mean score. 
The form of formula was the total score of the students divided by the total 
of the students. Then, it was calculated to know the mean score by using 
the formula mentioned in chapter III it can be seen as follows: 
 X =
∑X
N
     
 X = 
2435
39
 
 X = 62,43 
 
 In addition, the mean score of the pre-test above, 62.43, showed 
the reading comprehension was very poor compared with the minimum 
passing grade used in MTs Ma’arif Andong which was 70. It indicated 
that students’ ability in comprehending reading passage was low. 
   
 
Moreover, there were no students who could obtain 70. All of them really 
had difficulties in finding general information, specific information, 
textual meaning and textual reference of the reading passage. Immediate 
solution should be found in order to improve their ability in reading 
comprehension. 
Table 4.1 Learning Outcome in Pre-Cycle 
 
Score Number of 
Students 
Relative 
Frequency 
Successfully Passing 
100 - - - 
95 - - - 
90 - - - 
85 - - - 
80 9 23% Passing Successfully 
75 7 17.9% Passing Successfully 
70 5 12.8% Passing Successfully 
65 1 2.6% Not Passing 
Successfully 
60 3 7.7% Not Passing 
Successfully 
55 1 2.6% Not Passing 
Successfully 
50 8 20.5% Not Passing 
Successfully 
45 - - - 
40 2 5.2% Not Passing 
Successfully 
35 - - - 
30 - - - 
25    
20 3 7.7 Not Passing 
Successfully 
No. of Participants 39 100%  
Total Score 2435    
Mean 62.43    
Lowest Score 20    
Highest Score 80    
KKM (Minimum Passing 
Criterion) 
70   
No. students below KKM 17 43.6%  
No. of Students above KKM 22  56.4%  
   
 
  Based on the table above, it can be seen that the result of pre-cycle 
test shows that there were 17 students are below successfully passing 
category. It was or 43.6%. While the students who successfully passing the 
test were 22 students. It was 56.4%. The mean score of pretest was 62.43. 
Based on the result of research in cycle I, the learning outcome of English 
subject in reading comprehension material is below KKM = 70. For that 
reason, the researcher’s cycle I was conducted an action with Talking Stick 
Technique.   
 
2. Description of Learning Action in Cycle I  
 The learning action in cycle I is a very important action, because 
from the analysis on this learning action will be reflection for the 
researcher in subsequent learning action. The research activity in cycle I 
was conducted in two meetings, each meetings was 80 minutes in two 
learning hours. Each learning hours was 40 minutes. The procedure in 
cycle I includes as follows:   
a. Planning 
 In planning stage, the lesson plan of English subject is developed 
for the 7th grade, with Basic Competency (Kompetensi Dasar) of 
responding to the meaning contained in very simple short functional 
written text accurately, smoothly and acceptably related to the 
proximate environment. In this study, the researcher developed the 
learning instrument by him/herself, consisting of student observation 
sheet, teacher observation sheet and test item sheet. Other learning sets 
   
 
prepared included: reading text materials entitled, among others: My 
Grandmother and Prambanan Temple to be the material of research in 
MTs Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 2015/2016.  
 The posttest sheet for cycle I was developed to find out the 
development of reading comprehension skill in the 1st graders of MTs 
Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 2015/2016 in English subject. The 
observation sheet was used to find out student activity and teacher 
activity during the learning process using Talking Stick Technique. In 
this cycle I, the researcher wanted to find out whether the learning using 
Talking Stick Technique can improve the students’ reading 
comprehension skill in English subject or not. The target which the 
researcher wanted to achieve in this cycle I is that the students can 
describe the characteristics of people and place using understandable 
sentences.   
b. Acting Stage 
 The action in cycle I was conducted in two meetings with time 
allotment 80 minutes in each meeting. The lesson plan in cycle I can be 
seen in the appendix.  
1) First Meeting (Wednesday, May 11, 2016) 
  The first meeting lasted for 80 minutes (2 learning hours) 
starting at 10.10 to 11.30 a.m., in which subject matter delivered is 
describing the meaning of functional written text and very simple 
short essay in descriptive forms related to proximate environment 
   
 
using the students’ own language that is understandable to others. 
This activity was initiated by opening the learning activity with 
apperception. In this first meeting, there were 2 students who absent 
that day. An assessment was made on teacher and student activities 
during the learning process in the classroom. It was conducted to get 
information for improving the teaching in subsequent meetings.  
  In the next learning activity, the researcher delivered the 
objective of learning, explained more about the application of 
Talking Stick learning technique, in which the teacher explained the 
learning material that day. After the first stage has been conducted, 
then the students were given opportunity of rereading the material 
that the teacher has conveyed, and then the students were asked to 
close their books. Thereafter, with music accompaniment, teacher 
gave stick to one student and asked him to pass the stick to his friend 
beside him, when the music stopped, the students who held the stick 
should answer the teacher’s question.  
  During English learning activity using Talking Stick 
Technique, most students have seemed to attend the learning activity 
excitedly. The students were gathering with their group to make 
discussion, the student receiving stick should answer the question 
that the teacher conveys. However, some other students have not 
been brave to do reading comprehension before the class.  
   
 
  In this first meeting, the student activity is still inadequate 
in restudying the material the teacher has conveyed so that the 
students cannot answer the teachers’ question and then some 
students did not want to close their book. 
2) Second Meeting (Saturday, May 14, 2016). 
  The learning in this second meeting lasted for 80 minutes (2 
learning hours) starting at 10.25 – 11.45 a.m. This second meeting is 
the continuation of the first one. The subject matter conveyed is 
developing question. This activity was initiated by opening the 
learning activity with greeting and warming up. 
  In this second meeting, 39 students were present. The 
researcher also asked the collaborator to assess teacher and student 
activities during the learning process. It was carried out to get 
information on the improvement of learning activity in the second 
meeting. 
  In the learning activity in this second meeting, the 
researcher delivered the objective of research, explained more about 
the application of Talking Stick learning technique, in which the 
teacher explained the learning material, gave reading text and gave 
the students the opportunity of reading the text; after these two 
stages have been conducted by the students, then the teacher asked 
the students to develop question about kinds of rooms in the house. 
Thereafter, the teacher asked the students to close their reading text 
   
 
and give Stick to one student, and the student receiving the Stick 
should answer the question the teacher gives.  
  In the next activity, the student receiving stick was given 
opportunity of retelling the text he/she has read and posing the 
question he/she has made about parts of room in house. Most 
students have understood the procedure in the implementation of 
Talking Stick Technique, but many students were not willing to 
restudy the material that the teacher has conveyed, many students 
were not willing to close their book and few students can draw a 
conclusion about the learning.  
c. Observing 
1) Observation on Learning Activity 
   Observation activity in cycle I was conducted by observing 
all activities during the learning process with teacher and student as 
the object. The observation was conducted directly because the 
researcher used Talking Stick Technique, the activity involving the 
researcher directly from the beginning of research to the end of 
research implementation. In addition to observing activity during 
learning activity, the researcher also conducted an assessment on the 
student activity in learning using Talking Stick Technique.  
  Having analyzed the data resulting from the observation on 
teacher and student activity in the first meeting, the researcher 
continued the research in the first meeting by considering the 
   
 
assessment aspect of Talking Stick Technique that has not been 
implemented in the first meeting and implementing the English 
learning more maximally using Talking Stick Technique.   
  Considering the observer’s observation on teacher and 
student activities during the learning process in the first and second 
meeting, the following data is obtained:  
Table 4.2 Result of Teacher’s Teaching Skill in Cycle I 
 
No Aspect Observed First 
Meeting 
Second 
Meeting 
Yes No Yes No 
1 Teacher explains the learning 
material. 
√  √  
2 Teacher gives the students the 
opportunity of reading and 
studying the material 
√  √  
3 Teacher asks the students to 
close book 
 √  √ 
4 Teacher takes the prepared 
stick and gives it to one 
student 
√  √  
5 Teacher asks a question the 
student holding the stick 
√  √  
6 Teacher gives the students the 
opportunity of reflecting on 
the material learnt 
 √ √  
7 Teacher comments on entire 
answer the students give 
 √  √ 
8 Teacher invites the students 
to draw a conclusion jointly. 
 √  √ 
 Total 4  5  
 
 
 Percentage Calculation: 
Teacher activity in the first meeting of cycle I  
 
                      No. of questions 
Total =                                        X 100% 
                  Total Number of questions 
   
 
                    4 
Total =                X 100% 
                    8 
 
Total =  50% 
                   
Teacher activity in the second meeting of cycle I 
                    5 
Total =                 X 100% 
                    8 
 
Total =  62.5% 
  
Mean =  
50+62.5
2
  =  56.25% 
 
  Table 4.2 describes the result of observation on teacher skill in the 
first meeting suggesting that 50% of teacher skill has been implemented. 
There are some missed assessments, in which teacher does not ask the 
students to close their books, teacher gives the students the opportunity of 
reflecting on the material studied, teacher has not commented yet on all of 
answers the students have given, and teacher does not invite the students to 
draw a conclusion. In the second meeting of cycle 1, the result of teacher skill 
increases to 62.5% and the mean score in the first and second meeting is 
56.25% belonging to moderate category. It becomes an evaluation to the 
teacher in order to implement the learning using Talking Stick Technique 
more effectively in the next meeting.       
  Based on the result of observation on student activity in this first 
meeting, not all of students have attended the activities existing in the 
assessment aspect of Talking Stick Technique because this activity is a new 
activity undertaken by students, so that the percentage result of observation 
   
 
on student activity in the first and second meetings of cycle I obtained the 
mean score of 14.30 belonging to moderate category with the percentage of 
44.68%.  
  The result of observation data on student activity in the first and 
the second meetings is presented as follows: 
Table 4.3 Student Activity in the learning in cycle I 
 
Cycle I 
Indicator 
Σ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Total scores of descriptor/indicator 
First 
Meeting 72 73 73 66 61 60 61 59 525 
Second 
Meeting  78 84 83 73 66 67 70 70 591 
Total  1116 
Mean 14.30 
Category Moderate 
 
 The calculation of mean: 
 
Student activity in the first and second meetings in cycle I 
 
                 ∑ 1st and 2nd meetings 
Total =                                       
                               78 
                  1116 
Total =                 
                    78 
 
Total =  14.30 
 
The calculation of percentage: 
 
               Mean score of 1st and 2nd meetings 
Total =                                                      X 100% 
                                       32 
Total =  44.68% 
 
 Based on the data of observation result, it can be seen that student 
activity in English learning using Talking Stick Technique in the first 
   
 
and second meetings only reaches 44.68% and has not been consistent 
with the aspect assessed. The result of observation on student activity in 
cycle 1 shows that most students have not undertaken reading activity 
well, the students’ understanding on the content of reading text is still 
poor, and many students have not understood yet the Talking Stick 
Technique, so that the observation on the students’ activity in cycle I 
shows that only 44.68% belongs to moderate category.  
2) Assessment on Learning in Cycle I.  
  The researcher conducted an assessment on the students’ 
learning activity using Talking Stick Technique. Based on the data of 
reading comprehension skill posttest in cycle I for the 7thC graders of 
MTs Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 2015/2016, it can be found the 
following result:   
Table 4.4 Learning outcome in cycle I 
 
Score Number of 
Students 
Relative 
Frequency 
Successfully Passing 
100 - - - 
95 - - - 
90 - - - 
85 - - - 
80 9 23% Passing Successfully 
75 7 17.9% Passing Successfully 
70 5 12.8% Passing Successfully 
65 1 2.6% Not Passing 
Successfully 
60 3 7.7% Not Passing 
Successfully 
55 1 2.6% Not Passing 
Successfully 
50 8 20.5% Not Passing 
Successfully 
45 - - - 
   
 
40 2 5.2% Not Passing 
Successfully 
35 - - - 
30 - - - 
25    
20 3 7.7 Not Passing 
Successfully 
No. of participants 39 100%  
Total Score 2820    
Mean 72.3    
Lowest Score 35    
Highest Score 90    
KKM (Minimum 
Passing Criterion) 
70   
No. students below 
KKM 
12 30.8%  
No. of Students above 
KKM 
27  69.2%  
 
   Based on the table above, it can be found that 27 students obtained 
score above KKM of 70 and 12 students obtained score below KKM of 70. 
The result of reading comprehension test in cycle I represents that many 
students still obtained score below KKM of 70. During the posttest in cycle 
I, most students have been able to describe people, place and animal. 
However, viewed from assessment aspect of students’ reading 
comprehension skill, there are some students performed poorly in 
comprehension.  
d. Reflection 
 In learning activity in cycle I, the researcher has analyzed the data 
obtained from the result of observation on teacher activity, student 
activity and assessment of reading comprehension test in the students. 
Therefore, the result of analysis on reflection activity is as follows: 
1) Student activity 
   
 
a) Student does not pass the Stick to another, but throw it. 
b) Some students seem to be unwilling to read the material the 
teacher delivers. 
c) Not all students are willing to retell the story they have read. 
2) Teacher activity 
a) Teacher conditioned poorly the students during the activity of 
passing stick from one to another. 
b) Teacher conditioned poorly the students during the activity of 
reading the material the teacher delivers. 
c) Teacher did not follow up the students unwilling to retell the story 
they have read. 
 Based on the result of assessment in cycle I, it can be found 
that the students’ reading comprehension skill assessment has 
mean score of 72.3 reaching KKM of 70, but there were still 12 
students obtaining score below KKM. Considering the result of 
reflection on entire activity in cycle I and seeing the students’ 
score in the posttest of cycle I, and action intervention, the next 
cycle should be carried out. The researcher designed an 
improvement activity that would be done in the cycle II of 
learning activity. The improvement plan in cycle II of learning 
activity includes as follows: 
1) Teacher directed the students more firmly in passing the Stick 
from one to another, rather than throwing it. 
   
 
2) Teacher motivated the students to restudy the material the 
teacher has delivered. 
3) Teacher motivated the students to retell the story they have read 
in their own words. 
4) Teacher prepared different kind songs in the next cycle. 
  
3. Description on Learning Action in Cycle II  
a. Planning 
 The planning stages in this cycle II was started with preparing the 
Lesson Plan (RPP) of English learning, preparing the teaching material 
and student worksheet, preparing reading comprehension skill test 
question in cycle II, and other learning utilities.  
 Considering the result of reflection in cycle I, in this cycle II the 
learning process should be more directed. Teacher would prepare more 
interesting songs to make the students not bored during the learning 
process with Talking Stick Technique, provide more interesting reading 
text for the students to do reading comprehension before the class, 
direct the students to retell the story they have read in their own words, 
change the students’ seat during learning with Talking Stick Technique, 
reward the students that have retold bravely the story they have read 
before their friends to make other students motivated.   
 The material addressed in this cycle II was retelling the story they 
have read with Talking Stick Technique. The indicators of students’ 
success to be achieved in this cycle II are: describing character, place, 
   
 
and time existing in the story, answering the question about the content 
of story, preparing question about the content of the story in appropriate 
questioning word, ordering the events in the story appropriately, 
mentioning the message contained in the story they have read, and 
retelling the story in their own words. The target in this cycle II is that 
the students use Talking Stick learning technique better, the students 
perform reading comprehension bravely in the class and the students get 
better result in reading comprehension test compared with that in cycle 
I, corresponding to the target of assessment achievement.  
b. Action 
     Learning action in cycle II was conducted in two meetings with time 
allotment 80 minutes in each meeting.  
1) First Meeting (Wednesday, May 18, 2016) 
  The first meeting lasted for 80 minutes (2 learning hours) 
starting at 10.10 to 11.30 a.m. Learning activity started with opening 
the learning with apperception to the students about the material 
learnt in previous meeting. In the first meeting of cycle II, 39 
students were present. 
  In the next activity, teacher conditioned the students by 
inviting them to song and motivating them to be disciplined and 
orderly in attending learning activity. Having the teacher conditioned 
the students, the teacher deliver the objective of learning and the 
material in the meeting that day and explaining and debriefing to 
   
 
make the learning process performing better and the students 
attending learning activity better in Talking Stick Technique.  
  In this meeting, the teacher told the students to read the 
reading passage that has been prepared previously. Teacher gave the 
students the opportunity of rereading the story along with their 
group. Next, teacher guided the students to make a circle, after the 
students have been conditioned well, teacher gave the stick to one 
student and asked him/her to pass it to another with music 
accompaniment, and when the music stopped, the student holding 
the stick should retell the story he/she has read and answer the 
teacher’s question. 
  In this meeting, the students have been accustomed to 
attend the learning with Talking Stick Technique, as seen from the 
student activity that has been accustomed to retell the story they have 
read in their own words despite some students still retelling the story 
they have read shyly and reluctantly.  
  During the learning process, the observer made assessment 
on it and drew on a conclusion about what has been implemented 
and recommended for the better implementation of learning using 
Talking Stick Technique in the next meetings.   
2) Second Meeting (Saturday, May 21, 2016) 
  The second meeting lasted for 80 minutes (2 learning 
hours) starting from 08.25 – 09.10 a.m. The learning was initiated 
   
 
with apperception about the material in previous meeting and 
connecting it to the material that day.  
  In this meeting, 39 students were present. Next, teacher 
delivered the material to the students, prepared question using 
appropriate question words. Thereafter, teacher told a story entitled 
“I like Elephant”. After teacher has told a kid story, he/she then gave 
kid story texts entitled “I like Elephant” individual students and gave 
them opportunity of retelling the story along with their groups. Later, 
teacher asked the students along with their group to hold discussion 
to prepare questions about the story they have read in appropriate 
questioning words. 
  The students’ activity along with their group during 
discussion was to prepare question about the story they have read in 
appropriate questioning words. Then, teacher gave stick to one 
student and asked him/her to pass it to another with music 
accompaniment. When the music stopped, the students holding the 
stick should retell the story he/she has read and answer the teacher’s 
question. 
c. Observing 
1) Observation on Learning Activity 
  Observation activity was conducted was conducted by 
observing all activities during the learning process with teacher and 
student as the object. The observation was conducted directly 
   
 
because the researcher used Talking Stick Technique, the activity 
involving the researcher directly from the beginning of research to 
the end of research implementation.  
  Just like in the implementation of cycle I, the observing 
activity in cycle II on teacher and student activities was conducted 
not only in the first meeting but also in every meeting. This activity 
was intended to see the development and the less maximal activity 
during English learning using Talking Stick Technique. 
  In the first and second meetings in cycle II, the observation 
activity was conducted by observing all activities during learning 
process with teacher and students as the object. Based on the data of 
observation on teacher and student activities, the following result can 
be obtained. 
  Based on the observer’s observation on teacher and student 
activities in the first and second meeting of cycle II, the data below 
is obtained. 
Table 4.5 Result of Teacher’s Teaching Skill in Cycle I 
 
No Aspect Observed First 
Meeting 
Second 
Meeting 
Yes No Yes No 
1 Teacher explains the learning 
material. 
√  √  
2 Teacher gives the students the 
opportunity of reading and 
studying the material 
√  √  
3 Teacher asks the students to 
close book 
√  √  
4 Teacher takes the prepared 
stick and gives it to one 
√  √  
   
 
student 
5 Teacher asks a question the 
student holding the stick 
√  √  
6 Teacher gives the students the 
opportunity of reflecting on 
the material learnt 
√ √   
7 Teacher comments on entire 
answer the students give 
 √  √ 
8 Teacher invites the students 
to draw a conclusion jointly. 
 √ √  
 Total 6  7  
 
 
Percentage Calculation: 
Teacher activity in the first meeting of cycle II  
 
                      No. of questions 
Total =                                        X 100% 
                  Total Number of questions 
                    6 
Total =                X 100% 
                    8 
 
Total =  75%                   
Teacher activity in the second meeting of cycle I 
                    7 
Total =                 X 100% 
                    8 
 
Total =  87.5% 
 
Mean = 
75+87.5
2
 =  81.25% 
 
  The result of observation on teacher activity in the first and second 
meeting of cycle II shows that the activity has run consistent with the 
developed assessment aspect, so that the result of observation on teacher 
activity during English learning process with Talking Stick Technique has 
been implemented, with 81.25% belonging to good category. The result of 
observation on student activity in the first and second meeting of cycle II 
   
 
also improves significantly, because nearly all of assessment aspects have 
been implemented by majority students. 
Table 4.6 Student Activity in the learning in cycle II 
 
Cycle I 
Indicator 
Σ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Total scores of descriptor/indicator 
First 
Meeting 114 107 110 100 103 93 101 101 829 
Second 
Meeting  120 116 119 108 118 109 113 118 921 
Total  1750 
Mean 22.4 
Category Good 
 
The calculation of mean: 
 
Student activity in the first and second meetings in cycle I 
 
 
                 ∑ 1st and 2nd meetings 
Total =                                       
                               78 
                  1730 
Total =                 
                    78 
 
Total =  22.4 
 
The calculation of percentage: 
 
                 Mean score of 1st and 2nd meetings 
Total =                                                      X 100% 
                                       32 
Total =  70% 
 
  Table 4.6 describes that student activity in the first and second 
meeting of cycle II has been implemented 70%. The student activity has 
improved in cycle II. It can be seen from the seventh aspects suggesting 
that the students have paid attention to the teacher’s commentary on the 
   
 
material. Most students have been accustomed with following the 
procedure of English learning using Talking Stick Technique, so that all 
aspects of assessment have been undertaken orderly by the students. 
From the calculation of percentage student activity, it can be seen that the 
student activity has been implemented 70% during learning process in this 
meeting. It indicates that English learning activity with Talking Stick 
Technique has reached the result of intervention the researcher expects, 
70%. 
2) Learning Assessment in Cycle II 
  After implementing talking stick in cycle II, the researcher 
conducted the posttest. The posttest of reading comprehension skill in cycle 
II was conducted using a tests consisting of 20 question items. In this 
meeting, 39 students were present.  
  The student activity during the test was reading comprehension on 
the text the students have read, the posttest in cycle II measured the 
students’ ability of understanding the content of reading text, so that the 
students were expected to be able to do the test prepared by teacher. Based 
on the data of reading comprehension skill posttest in cycle I for the 7th 
graders of MTs Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 2015/2016, it can be 
found the following result:   
 
Table 4.7 Learning Outcome in cycle II 
 
Score No. of Students Relative 
Frequency 
Successfully 
Passing 
100 - - - 
   
 
95 - - - 
90 - - - 
85 - - - 
80 9 23% Passing successfully  
75 7 17.9% Passing successfully 
70 5 12.8% Passing successfully 
65 1 2.6% Not Passing 
successfully 
60 3 7.7% Not Passing 
successfully 
55 1 2.6% Not Passing 
successfully 
50 8 20.5% Not Passing 
successfully 
45 - - - 
40 2 5.2% Not Passing 
successfully 
35 - - - 
30 - - - 
25    
20 3 7.7 Not Passing 
successfully 
No. of participants 39 100%  
Total Score 3085    
Mean 79.1    
Lowest Score 50    
Highest Score 100    
KKM 70   
No. of students 
below KKM 
5 12.8%  
No. of students 
above KKM 
34  87.2%  
 
 The result of reading comprehension assessment above, shows that 
34 (87.2%) students got score above KKM = 70. It proves that the 
students’ reading comprehension ability improved in cycle II compared 
with that in cycle I. 
 
d. Reflection 
 During the learning activity in cycle II, the researcher has 
identified the data obtained from the result of observation on teacher 
   
 
activity, student activity, and assessment on students’ reading 
comprehension skill test; so that it can be found that in the 
implementation of learning process, the technique used by teacher in each 
of learning actions has been appropriate, Talking Stick Technique. In this 
learning, all of stages and steps have run well. Reading comprehension 
skill learning by implementing Talking Stick Technique helps the 
students in learning; as a result, the students’ reading comprehension skill 
improves.  
 Based on the observation on the learning process conducted in 
cycle II, it can be found that teacher and student activities during learning 
with Talking Stick Technique have reached ≥ 70%. This percentage 
proves that English learning with Talking Stick Technique has run well. 
The result of assessment on the students’ reading comprehension in cycle 
II shows better result. It can be seen from the assessment of students’ 
posttest reaching KKM = 70.  
 
B. Data Analysis 
  Analysis stage was initiated with studying the existing data from 
various sources, both test and non-test. The data includes as follows: 
1. Data of Observation on Learning  
 Any time conducting learning action, the researcher was 
accompanied with observer. The observer was the researcher’s peer, given 
observation sheet serving as an observation instrument to find out and to 
measure teacher and student activities applying learning innovation. Then, 
   
 
observation was conducted to find out and to measure the student activity 
during learning process with Talking Stick Technique. 
 After the researcher have studied the data resulting from the 
observation on teacher and student activity in cycle I and cycle II, it can be 
found a significant improvement with the result compared in the table 
below.   
Table 4.8 The comparison of Student Activities in the Learning in  
Cycle I and Cycle II 
 
Notes Cycle I Cycle II 
 First Meeting 
 
Second 
Meeting 
First 
Meeting 
 
Second 
Meeting 
Sum 525 591 829 921 
Total 1116 1759 
Mean 14.30 22.4 
Percentage 44.68% 70% 
 
 The researcher represents such the condition in the form of chart below.  
 
 
 Figure 4.1 The Comparison of Student Activity in cycle I and cycle II 
 in the learning using Talking Stick Technique 
0
10
20
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  Figure 4.1 shows the percentage student activity during 
learning with Talking Stick in cycle I and cycle II with the percentage of 
44.68% in cycle I and 70% in cycle II, increasing by 25.32%.  
2. Data of Reading Comprehension Test Result  
 `From the result of analysis, it can be found the highest, lowest, 
and mean reading comprehension ability of students, and students’ 
successfully passing result in reading comprehension, summarized into 
table below.  
Table 4.9 Result of Comparison on Reading Comprehension Tests in  
Pre-Cycle, Cycle I, and Cycle II 
 
Score Pre-Cycle Cycle I Cycle II 
Total Score 2435  2820  3085  
Mean 62.43  72.3  79.1  
Lowest score 20  35  50  
Highest score 80  90  100  
KKM 70 70 70 
No. of students below KKM 43.6% (17 
students) 
30.8% (12 
students) 
12.8% (5 
students) 
No. of students above KKM 56.4% (22 
students)  
69.2% (27 
students) 
 87.2% (34 
students) 
 
  Furthermore, from the table above, the following chart is 
developed to facilitate the understanding on the comparison of reading 
comprehension tests in Pre-Cycle, Cycle I, and Cycle II.  
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Figure 4.2 The Comparison of Reading Comprehension Learning’s 
successfully Passing in Pre-Cycle, Cycle I, and Cycle II 
 
  From the figure 2, it can be seen that the mean class increases by 
9.87 from pre-cycle to cycle I and by 6.8 from cycle I to cycle II. Thus, the 
total increase in the mean score of students’ reading comprehension is 
16.87 from pre-cycle to cycle II with the final result of the mean class score 
of ≥ KKM=70. Similarly, successfully passing of learning also improves. It 
increases by 12.8% from pre-cycle to cycle and 18% from cycle I to cycle 
II. Therefore, the total increase in the successfully passing of reading 
comprehension learning is 30.6% from pre-cycle to cycle II, with the final 
result of learning’s successfully passing of 87.2% ≥ 75%. The indicator of 
students’ reading comprehension achievement in this research is that the 
mean class score ≥ KKM=70 and learning’s successfully passing of 87.2% 
≥ 75%; thus the research was done. 
 
C. Discussion 
  Cycle I was carried out based on the result of the pre-test. In this 
cycle, the research was started by making planning, action, observation, and 
reflection. As mentioned earlier in the result of pre-test that the students of 
the seventh grade had low ability in reading comprehension. Therefore, all the 
plan was concerned on improving reading comprehension progressively. In 
planning, the researcher prepared all materials that would be used in applying 
the technique. It included the texts which was about descriptive that would be 
discussed. Then, the researcher designed lesson plan which consisted of two 
   
 
meetings in the first cycle with time allocation in each session was 80 
minutes. In the activities of doing the task, all of the students’ were given 
handout; after preparing the material and making the lesson plan, the 
researcher constructed and prepared post-test which would be administered in 
the end of the session in cycle I. They were made for first session and second 
session of this first cycle of the study. In action, Talking Stick Technique was 
used in teaching and learning process in the classroom. In each meeting, there 
were three main activities such as pre-activities, whilst-activities and post-
activities. To start the meetings, the researcher elaborated some general 
questions which were related to the topic. As mentioned before, the time 
allocation in each session was 80 minutes. In the first session, the researcher 
started by giving the students reading passages. Then the researcher, 
introduced the material to the students. The students were taught descriptive 
text for the first and second session. After they had been taught the material, 
they did the reading comprehension task individually. Furthermore, the 
researcher conducted the-post test that was done in 30 minutes. Furthermore, 
this test consisted of twenty multiple choices. 
  During the teaching learning process, the researcher also did 
observation. It was mainly focused on identifying the situation of the lesson 
and analyzing the data taken from the action. Besides, as a classroom teacher, 
the researcher was also as an observer to know the students’ responses toward 
the implementation of Talking Stick Technique during the lesson. In order to 
know whether the students’ ability in reading comprehension had improved 
   
 
or not. Moreover, to get the data related to the students’ improvement after 
the application of Talking Stick Technique in reading comprehension, the 
researcher then gave post-test.  
  Considering the result of observation on teacher and student 
activity in cycle I and cycle II, there are some aspects the teacher did not do. 
In the first meeting of cycle I, teacher did not ask the students to close their 
book and to draw a conclusion about the material, so that only 56.25% of 
activity the teacher did during English Learning with Talking Stick 
Technique. The student activity during the learning with Talking Stick 
Technique, only 44.68% of student attended the Talking Stick activity; it was 
because some aspects were not done by students. These included aspects of 
not reading and not studying the material, many students not paying attention 
to the teacher’s commentary on material, and not all of student capable of 
drawing on conclusion about the learning. 
  Teacher activity during learning with Talking Stick Technique in 
the second meeting has not shown improvement because there were three 
aspects the teacher did not do during the learning. Just like the first meeting, 
student activity during the learning with Talking Stick Technique in the 
second meeting has not improved yet, because there were some aspects most 
students did not do, for example the second aspect in which the students did 
not study and reread the material the teacher has explained. The students did 
not close their book and not all of students draw a conclusion about the 
learning delivered. 
   
 
  Then, in the cycle II, teacher activity during English learning with 
Talking Stick Technique has been implemented 81.25%. It indicates that all 
aspects of teacher activity during English learning with Talking Stick 
Technique have been implemented. Meanwhile, the student activity in the 
third meeting improved as well. Therefore, 70% of students attended the 
Talking Stick activity. 
  In cycle I, the researcher also assessed the students’ reading 
comprehension skill by using posttest. From the assessment, it can be found 
that the mean score of students’ reading comprehension skill is 72.3, but 12 
students still obtain score below KKM of 70. The students obtaining score 
below KKM of 70. 
  Next, in the second meeting of cycle II, teacher activity has run 
consistent with the procedure of Talking Stick Technique and has been 
implemented 81.25%. However, from the evaluation on the student activity in 
the second meeting of cycle I, it can be found some improvement and the 
student activity during English Learning with Talking Stick Technique has 
been implemented 70%. 
  Just like in cycle I, in cycle II the researcher conducted reading 
comprehension skill posttest of cycle II. The result of assessment on reading 
comprehension skill shows that the student activity has achieved KKM of 70. 
From the assessment, it can be found that the mean score of students’ reading 
comprehension skill is 79.1, but 5 students still obtain score below KKM of 
70. The students obtaining score below KKM of 70. The students’ reading 
   
 
comprehension skill was conducted to find out the improvement of students’ 
reading comprehension skill so that the researcher conducted posttests in the 
end of cycle I and cycle II. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION AND SUGGESTION 
 
 The discussions of the present study in the previous chapter which dealt 
with improving reading comprehension through Talking Stick Technique of the 
seventh grade students at MTs Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 2015/2016 
was finally concluded in this chapter. In addition, some practical suggestions in 
reference to the significance of the established findings are also recommended. 
A. Conclusion 
  The objective of the present study was to describing the situation in 
the classroom when Talking Stick Technique is implemented in reading class 
of the seventh grade students at MTs Ma’arif Andong in academic year of 
2015/2016 and to know how far Talking Stick Technique improves student’s 
reading comprehension to the seventh grade students of MTs Ma’arif Andong 
in academic year of 2015/2016. It was based on the problem faced by the 
subjects of the study who consisted of 39 students who had low ability in 
reading comprehension. The researcher, then, conducted a classroom action 
research by implementation of Talking Stick Technique. 
  The implementation of Talking Stick Technique in the classroom 
had positive effect in reading class; it can be seen from the mean score that 
increase from cycle to cycle. In the first and second meeting cycle I is 56.25% 
belonging to moderate category. Result of observation on student activity in 
the first and second meetings of cycle I obtained the mean score of 14.30 
78 
 
   
 
belonging to moderate category with the percentage of 44.68%. The result of 
observation on teacher activity in the first and second meeting of cycle II 
shows that the activity has run consistent with the developed assessment 
aspect, so that the result of observation on teacher activity during English 
learning process with Talking Stick Technique has been implemented, with 
81.25% belonging to good category. Activity in the first and second meeting 
of cycle II has been implemented 70%. 
  Besides improving teacher and students’ activity during teaching 
learning process, Talking Stick also improve students’ score in reading 
comprehension. It can be seen that the mean class increases by 9.87 from pre-
cycle to cycle I and by 6.8 from cycle I to cycle II. Thus, the total increase in 
the mean score of students’ reading comprehension is 16.87 from pre-cycle to 
cycle II with the final result of the mean class score of ≥ KKM=70. Similarly, 
successfully passing of learning also improves. It increases by 12.8% from 
pre-cycle to cycle and 18% from cycle I to cycle II. So, the total increase in 
the successfully passing of reading comprehension learning is 30.6% from 
pre-cycle to cycle II, with the final result of learning’s successfully passing of 
87.2% ≥ 75%. The indicator of students’ reading comprehension achievement 
in this research is that the mean class score ≥ KKM=70 and learning’s 
successfully passing of 87.2% ≥ 75%; thus the research was done. 
 
 
 
 
   
 
B. Implication 
  Based on research finding and conclusion, it was found that 
Talking Stick Technique has contribution in reading comprehension. It can be 
seen from the result of students’ achievement in reading comprehension by 
using Talking Stick Technique. Talking Stick Technique improve the 
students’ reading ability, especially for seventh grade students in MTs 
Ma’arif Andong. The use of Talking Stick Technique in teaching reading is 
proven to be effective to improve the students’ reading comprehension. In 
teaching and learning process, the most important thing to the teacher is to 
implement an appropriate method and technique. It has been proven in this 
research that the teaching learning process is not able to run well when the 
students are passive.  
  Therefore, it should be realized by the teacher to create the well 
preparation in teaching learning process. The teacher must not dominate the 
teaching learning process. They must involve all of the students in learning 
process. Practically, Talking Stick Technique is an appropriate technique 
which has a view that students are active learners. By this technique, the 
students learn cooperatively and actively involved in the learning process. 
When the students are active in learning process, they will be able to 
understand the language they learn. 
C. Suggestion 
  Based on the result of this research in which the implementation of 
Talking Stick Technique could improve the ability of reading comprehension 
   
 
of the seventh grade students of MTs Ma’arif Andong, the researcher would 
like to suggest the English teachers, the seventh grade students, and other the 
researchers as follows. 
1. To English teacher 
 For the English teachers of class VII of MTs Ma’arif Andong in 
general are suggested to use Talking Stick Technique in order to make the 
students get better achievement in reading comprehension as proven from 
the result of this research. Then, the teacher should also be selective to 
choose the appropriate materials related to the topic of teaching English. 
Furthermore, the teacher had to create many activities to avoid 
monotonous activities in the classroom. The teachers should also be 
creative and innovative to avoid the monotonous teaching technique in 
the classroom by using interesting media such as slide show or video; 
then, having many ideas is a must to make the students active and 
enthusiastic in catching the material that was presented. 
2. To the students 
 For the seventh grade students of MTs Ma’arif Andong are also 
suggested to keep on motivating and improving their reading 
comprehension more intensively. All of the students are suggested using 
Talking Stick Technique in learning reading. Because the technique has 
five steps: survey, question, read, recite and review that can make the 
students easy to read and answer the question of the text. Furthermore, 
Talking Stick Technique is expected to provide the students more 
   
 
practices, rather than wasting time to play in the school. Moreover, the 
seventh grades students of MTs Ma’arif Andong are suggested to 
motivate themselves to learn reading comprehension more seriously not 
only in the classroom but outside the classroom, because the more they 
practice practices book given in the school; the more improvement they 
can achieve from these technique.  
3. To the other researcher 
 For those who are going to conduct an action study that uses 
Talking Stick Technique, are recommended to apply the technique in 
improving the other skill such as listening, speaking, and writing skill to 
solve the problems faced by the students. 
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Appendix 1 
SILABUS PEMBELAJARAN 
 
Sekolah : MTs Maa’rif Andong 
Kelas : VII (tujuh) 
Mata Pelajaran : Bahasa Inggris 
Semester : 2 (dua) 
Standar Kompetensi : 11. Membaca  
Memahami makna teks tulis fungsional dan esai pendek sangat sederhana berbentuk descriptive dan procedure yang 
berkaitan dengan lingkungan terdekat 
 
 
Kompetensi  
Dasar 
Materi 
Pembelajaran  
Kegiatan 
Pembelajaran  
Indikator 
Pencapaian 
Kompetensi 
Penilaian 
Alokasi 
Waktu 
Sumber  
Belajar Teknik Bentuk 
 Instrumen 
Contoh 
Instrumen 
11.1. Merespon 
makna yang 
terdapat dalam 
teks tulis 
fungsional 
pendek sangat 
sederhana 
secara akurat, 
lancar dan 
berterima yang 
berkaitan 
dengan 
lingkungan 
terdekat 
 
1. Teks fungsional 
pendek berupa : 
Instruksi 
Daftar barang 
Ucapan selamat 
pengumuman 
 
2. Tatabahasa 
- Adverb phrase 
- Noun Phrase 
- Adj Phrase 
 
3. Kosakata 
- Kata terkait tema  
  dan jenis teks  
  Ungkapan baku  
1 Tanya jawab yang 
berkaitan dengan 
materi 
2 Membahas 
kosakata dan tata 
bahasa: noun, noun 
phrase, adj, verb, 
adverb 
3 Mendengarkan 
contoh membaca 
nyaring yang 
dilakukan guru 
4 Berdiskusi dengan 
teman menjawab 
pertanyaan bacaan 
5 Menjawab 
pertanyaan bacaan 
secara lisan 
individual 
1.mengidentifikasi   
   berbagai informasi     
   dalam teks   
   fungsional pendek  
   berupa: 
- Instruksi 
- Daftar barang 
- Ucapan    
   selamat 
- Pengumuman 
2.Merespon berbagai   
informasi dalam 
teks    fungsional 
pendek 
 
3.Membaca nyaring 
teks fungsional / 
Tes tulis 
 
Tes lisan 
Esai 
 
Unjuk kerja 
Esai 
 
 
Pilihan Ganda 
 
 
Jawaban 
Singkat 
 
Uji petik 
membaca 
nyaring 
1.write down the 
answers completely 
 
2.Choose the best 
answer by crossing 
a,b,c,d 
 
3.Answer the 
questions orally 
 
4.Read the text aloud. 
 
4x40  
menit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buku teks 
Yang relevan 
 
 
 
 
 
Teks otentik 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Kompetensi  
Dasar 
Materi 
Pembelajaran  
Kegiatan 
Pembelajaran  
Indikator 
Pencapaian 
Kompetensi 
Penilaian 
Alokasi 
Waktu 
Sumber  
Belajar Teknik Bentuk 
 Instrumen 
Contoh 
Instrumen 
- Listen, Please 
- Attention, please 
 
6 Membaca nyaring 
bergiliran 
pendek. 
 
 Karakter siswa yang diharapkan :  Dapat dipercaya ( Trustworthines) 
Rasa hormat dan perhatian ( respect ) 
Tekun ( diligence )  
Tanggung jawab ( responsibility ) 
Berani ( courage ) 
     
 11.2  Merespon 
makna dan 
langkah 
retorika secara 
akurat, lancar 
dan berterima 
dalam esai 
sangat 
sederhana yang 
berkaitan 
dengan 
lingkungan 
terdekat dalam 
teks berbentuk 
descriptive/pro
cedure 
 
 
1.Teks Esei 
berbentuk 
deskriptive/procedure 
 
2. Kosakata terkait 
tema / jenis teks. 
 
3.Ciri kebahasaan 
teks : 
- procedure 
- descrptive 
 
4.Ungkapan baku 
- Delicious ! 
- It smells good ! 
1. Mendengarkan dan 
merespon 
introduction 
tentang teks 
deskriptif/prosedur 
dengan topik materi 
yang akan dibaca. 
2. Memperhatikan 
penjelasan tentang 
kosakata dan 
tatabahasa yang 
berkaitan dengan 
teks 
deskriptif/prosedur 
yang akan dibaca 
3. Memperhatikan 
penjelasan tentang 
langkah retorika 
teks 
deskriptif/prosed-ur  
4. Mengidentifikasi 
langkah retorika 
dalam kerja 
1. Mengidentifikasi   
    berbagai informasi  
    dalam teks  
    descriptive dan  
    procedure 
 
 
2. Mengidentifikasi  
    fungsi komunikatif  
    teks deskriptif /  
    procedure. 
 
3. Mengidentifikasi  
    langkah retorika    
    teks deskriptif     
    /prosedur 
 
 
4menyebutkan ciri 
 Tes lisan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Tes tulis 
 
 
 
Tes tulis 
 Daftar 
pertanyaan  
 
 
 
 
 
Uraian 
 
 
 
Pilihan Ganda 
 
 
Jawaban 
singkat 
1. Read the text 
carefully   
    and then answer 
the  
   following questions 
briefly! 
  
2. Answer the 
questions  
    based on the text. 
 
 
3.Choose the correct  
   Answer 
 
List all the verbs 
started in the text 
 4x40 menit 
  
 Buku teks 
Yang relevan 
  
 
Teks otentik 
 
 Alat peraga 
 
   
 
 
Kompetensi  
Dasar 
Materi 
Pembelajaran  
Kegiatan 
Pembelajaran  
Indikator 
Pencapaian 
Kompetensi 
Penilaian 
Alokasi 
Waktu 
Sumber  
Belajar Teknik Bentuk 
 Instrumen 
Contoh 
Instrumen 
kelompok 
5. Mengidentifikasi 
berbagai informasi 
dalam kerja 
kelompok 
6. Mengidentifikasi 
langkah retorika 
dan berbagai 
informasi secara 
mandiri 
 
kebahasaan teks 
descriptive / 
procedure. 
 
 Karakter siswa yang diharapkan :  Dapat dipercaya ( Trustworthines) 
Rasa hormat dan perhatian ( respect ) 
Tekun ( diligence )  
Tanggung jawab ( responsibility ) 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Appendix 2 
 
PRE- TEST 
I. Read the text below and choose the right answer by crossing (X) A, B, 
C,or D! 
Peter 
Peter is the youngest in our family. He is fourteen years old and four years 
younger than me. He has long, straight hair, bright eyes and a friendly smile. 
Sometimes he is rather naughty at home, but he usually does what he is asked to 
do. 
Peter is interested in sports very much, and at school, he plays football and 
tennis. He is the best badminton player in our family. 
 (sumber: pegangan guru untuk SMP/MTS oleh Bachtiar Bima Mustriana, 
2009, PT Intan Pariwara) 
1. How old is Peter? He is … years old. 
a. Four 
b. Fourteen 
c. Forty 
d. Ten 
2. The writer is … years old. 
a. Fourteen 
b. Sixteen 
c. Eighteen 
d. Nineteen 
3. Which of the following statement is not true about Peter? 
a. He has long and straight hair. 
b. He has bright eyes. 
c. He is interested in sports. 
d. He plays football and tennis. 
4. According to the passage, we know that Peter is …. 
a. The writer’s youngest brother 
b. The writer’s elder brother 
   
 
c. A naughty boy 
d. A friendly boy 
5. It is implied in the passage that …. 
a. Peter is naughty. 
b. Peter is lazy. 
c. Peter is unfriendly. 
d. Peter is diligent. 
6. From the text, we may conclude that…. 
a. Many people do not like Peter. 
b. People is older that the writer. 
c. Peter is a welcoming person. 
d. Peter is not diligent at all. 
7. What is the text mostly about? 
a. Peter 
b. Peter’s hobby 
c. Peter’s family 
d. Peters’ elder brother 
8. He is fourteen years old . . . Than me.” 
The underlined word refers to …. 
a. Peter 
b. The writer 
c. The writer’s brother 
d. the writer’s family 
9. Peter is interested in sports very much, and at school he plays football and 
tennis.” The underlined phrase can be replaced by …. 
a. Dislike sport 
b. Really likes sport 
c. Hates sport very much 
d. Finds sport not really entertaining 
10.  “But he usually does what he is asked to do” 
The underlined phrase means … 
   
 
a. He does anything he wants. 
b. He always asks. 
c. He is lazy. 
d. He is diligent. 
My pet 
Most people in the world have a pet. I also have it. My pet is a dog, named Miko. 
Its color is brown. It has brown eyes, too. I got this pet from my friend at the 
beginning of 2009. He bought it from a pet shop in his country. Once a week, my 
mother bathes him. He is funny and smart. It often plays with my neighbour's dog. 
I love him very much because he can be my friend, too. 
11. Miko's eyes are........ 
a. black 
b. white 
c. brown 
d. dark brown 
12. The writer got the pet from........ 
a. his neighbor 
b. a pet shop 
c. his friend 
d. his mother 
13. What is the text about? 
a. My lovely dog 
b. My best friend 
c. My pet shop 
d. My neighbor’s pet 
 
Gunung Tujuh 
Gunung Tujuh Lake is one of the many lakes in Kabupaten Kerinci in 
Jambi province. It is an amazing tourist place to visit. The location of Gunung 
Tujuh Lake is in Kecamatan Kayu Aro. It is about 50 km from Sungai Penuh to 
Pelompek village by public transport. Then people climb and walk for another 4 
   
 
km or for 2.5 hours. The lake is surrounded by steep forest slopes and seven 
mountains. The highest peak of Gunung Tujuh Lake is 1,950 m above sea level. 
The length of the lake is 4,5 km and the width is 3 km. It is a volcanic lake and the 
highest in Southeast Asia. The temperature around the lake is very cold. Besides 
waterfalls you can also find animals such as seaming, elephants and birds. 
Gunung Tujuh Lake is really beautiful with a spectacular scenery. 
14. What does the text mainly talk about? 
a. Amazing tourist resorts in Jambi,   
b. Gunung Tujuh Lake in Jambi.   
c. Volcanic lakes in Jambi, 
d. Waterfalls in Jambi. 
15. The main idea of the text is that ... 
a. Gunung Tujuh Lake is a beautiful tourist resort 
b. the location of Gunung Tujuh Lake is difficult to reach 
c. Gunung Tujuh Lake is the only lake in Sumatra 
d. tourists from Southeast Asia visit this beautiful lake 
16. Which statement is TRUE according to the text? 
a. The lake is 3 km long, 
b. Gunung Tujuh Lake is not a volcanic lake. 
c. Gunung Tujuh Lake is 4.5 km away from Sungai Penuh. 
d. There are steep forest slopes and seven mountains around the lake, 
17. "Gunung Tujuh Lake is really beautiful with a spectacular scenery." 
The underlined word means... 
a. amusing           
b. remarkable      
c. lovely 
d. pretty 
Animals 
Lions, tigers, bears and wolves are wild animals. Most of them belong to a 
prairie community. The basic life of prairie consists of the grasses. The grassland 
extend across central Africa. The grass and other plants support large population 
   
 
of animals. Many kinds of antelope, zebras, giraffes and other creatures graze on 
the grass. Preying on them are lions and leopards.   Lions and tigers prey on 
antelope, zebras and giraffes. Wolves and mountain lions prey the deer. When 
deer are very numerous, their enemies become numerous too, because there is so 
much to feed upon. Wild animal are found on a prairie, in the polar areas, in the 
forest and grasslands, and in the desert. In some countries there is a law against 
hunting wild animals. If someone breaks the law, he or she will surely be fined or 
punished. 
18. The suitable title of the text above is…………    
a. Prairie Community                                   
b. Wild Animals                                              
c. Population of Animals 
d. African Animals 
19. Which statement is not true according to the text?     
a. Lions and tigers prey on antelope.     
b. Some countries have a law against hunting.     
c. Wild Animal do not live in the forests.     
d. Most of the wild animals belong to prairie community 
20. Wild animals can found in many places. Except ……   
a. prairie                          
b. zoo                     
c. forest               
d. beach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
ANSWER SHEET 
PRE-TEST 
Name : ………………………….. 
Class : ………………………….. 
Date : ………………………….. 
A. Read the text below and choose the right answer by crossing (X) A, B, C, 
or D! 
No Options 
1 A B C D 
2 A B C D 
3 A B C D 
4 A B C D 
5 A B C D 
6 A B C D 
7 A B C D 
8 A B C D 
9 A B C D 
10 A B C D 
11 A B C D 
12 A B C D 
13 A B C D 
14 A B C D 
15 A B C D 
16 A B C D 
17 A B C D 
18 A B C D 
19 A B C D 
20 A B C D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
ANSWER KEY 
PRE-TEST 
 
1. B                      11. A 
2. B                      12. C 
3. C                      13. B 
4. A                      14. B 
5. D                      15. C 
6. C                      16. B 
7. A                      17. A 
8. B                      18. C 
9. B                      19. B 
10. D                      20. B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
Appendix 3 
LESSON PLAN CYCLE I 
Cycle I Meeting 1 
School   : MTs Ma’arif Andong 
Subject   : English 
Class/ Semester  : VIIC/2 
Skill    : Reading 
Topic   : Descriptive Text 
 
A. Standard Competence: 
11. Understanding meaning in simple short essay in the form of descriptive to 
interact within the surroundings. 
 
B. Basic Competence: 
11.2 Responding meaning and rhetorical steps in simple short essay accurately, 
smoothly, and acceptable that is related within the surroundings in the form 
of descriptive text. 
 
C. Indicators: 
Identifying general information, specific information, textual meaning and 
textual reference in simple short essay in the form of descriptive 
 
D. Learning Objective: 
After the students practice their reading comprehension task, they are able to 
identify the general information, specific information, and textual meaning 
and textual reference of descriptive text. 
 
E. Time Allotment: 2 × 40 minutes 
 
F. Learning Materials 
1. Definition of Descriptive Text 
Descriptive text is the text which describes and gives more detail 
information about particular people, thing, place, and animal. The purpose 
   
 
of this text is to describe people, thing, place, and animal. Students read 
descriptive text might be basically to know way of describing someone, 
something or somewhere. It means the reader can get information about 
characteristic, qualification, parts, and so on. 
2. Generic Structure 
a. Identification  
• In this part introduces to the subject of the describton. 
• Example: my grandmother is very gentle, loving and caring 
person. She never raises her voice at anyone. She has lived with 
me for as long as I can remember. She take care of me when 
mom and dad go to work. 
b. Description 
• In this part gives detail of the characteristic futures of the 
subject. It may describe parts, qualities, characteristics, size, 
physical appearance, ability, habit, daily live, etc 
• Example: my grandmother is very neat and tidy person. She has 
very dry grey hair which she usually pulls up into a bun. She has 
dark brown eyes that twinkle whenever she sees me. I hardly 
ever see them wet. Grandmother likes to tell stories. She usually 
tell me brief stories of her childhood and expresses them very 
well with her tired, old, wrinkled hands. Sometimes, she also 
story about grandfather who has pass away. 
3. The Example of Descriptive Paragraph 
Prambanan is the largest Hindu temple compound in Central Java in 
Indonesia, located approximately 18 km east of Yogyakarta. It is 
characterised by its tall and pointed architecture, typical of Hindu temple 
architecture, and by the 47 m high central building inside a large complex 
of individual temples. It was built around 850 CE by either Rakai Pikatan, 
king of the second Mataram Dynasty, or Balitung Maha Sambu, during the 
Sanjaya Dynasty. Not long after its construction, the temple was 
abandoned and began to deteriorate. Reconstruction of the compound 
   
 
began in 1918. The main building was completed in around 1953  (Taken 
from : www.Descriptive-text-smp.com) 
The main idea of a paragraph tells the topic of the paragraph. The topic 
tells what all or most of the sentence are about. 
How to find main idea of the text 
 Read the passage of the text 
 Ask the question to yourself “what is this passage about?” 
 In your own words, explain the answer in one short sentence 
G. Technique 
Talking Stick 
 
H. Learning Activities 
A. Pre-activities (15 minutes) 
1. Greeting the students 
2. Checking students’ attendance 
3. Introducing the topic of the material 
4. Making a stimulation to make students having an imagination about the topic 
that will discuss 
5. Explaining the students’ roles in doing the activity and the objective of the 
lesson 
B. Whilst-activities Exploration (45 minutes) 
6. Asking the students some question about the topic 
7. Explaining about what the descriptive text is and the main idea of each 
paragraph 
8. Giving a handout copy of descriptive text and telling the story to the students 
9. Explaining to the students the example of the text given and what the general 
information, specific information and textual meaning from the text 
10. Asking the students to survey the text carefully by focusing on the title, first 
sentence and the last sentence of the text (survey) 
11. Asking the students to answer the questions related to the text as a pre-
questions (question) 
12. Asking the students to read the text carefully (read) 
   
 
13. Asking them to understand the text and find out the answer of the text 
14. Asking them to note all the underlined, italicized, bold printed words or 
phrase and find the meaning (recite) 
15. Asking the students to identify the general information, specific information 
(what, who, when, where, why, how) and the meaning of some difficult 
words of the text 
C. Post-activities (20 minutes) 
16. Asking the students to review everything once more by reading their note 
(review) 
17. Giving positive feedback about the students’ participation in the learning 
process 
18. Asking the students about what they have just learnt 
19. Summarizing the lesson 
20. Asking the students whether they still have questions about the lesson or not 
23. Closing the meeting by saying “Good Bye” 
 
 
I. References 
1. www.definition-Descriptive-text-smp.com 
2. www.Descriptivetext-smp.com 
3. LKS Intan Prawira SMP 
4. Priyana, Joko., Irjayanti, R Arnys., & Renitasari, Virga. (2008). Scaffolding 
English for Junior High School Students Grade VII (SMP/Mts). Jakarta: Pusat 
Perbukuan, Departemen Pendidikan Nasional. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
J. Assessment 
 
Indicators of Competence Technique In form of Instrument 
Indentifying general 
Information, specific 
Information, textual 
Reference in functional 
Text in the form of descriptive  
Written test Choice Post-test 
 
Scoring procedure: 
                                 Students' correct answer 
Student’s score =                                              x 100 
                                    Maximum score 
  
 
 
 
Andong, May 11th, 2016 
 
Acknowledge by:  
 
English Teacher 
 
 
 
 
M. Muttaqiin S.PdI 
NIP. 198104282005011003 
Researcher 
 
 
 
 
Feriyanti 
NIM.123221108 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
Cycle I Meeting 2 
School   : MTs Ma’arif Andong 
Subject   : English 
Class/ Semester  : VIIC/2 
Skill    : Reading 
Topic   : Descriptive Text 
 
A. Standard Competence: 
12. Understanding meaning in simple short essay in the form of descriptive to 
interact within the surroundings. 
 
B. Basic Competence: 
11.2 Responding meaning and rhetorical steps in simple short essay accurately, 
smoothly, and acceptable that is related within the surroundings in the form 
of descriptive text. 
 
C. Indicators: 
Identifying general information, specific information, textual meaning and 
textual reference in simple short essay in the form of descriptive 
 
D. Learning Objective: 
After the students practice their reading comprehension task, they are able to 
identify the general information, specific information, and textual meaning 
and textual reference of descriptive text. 
 
E. Time Allotment: 2 × 40 minutes 
 
F. Learning Materials 
1. Definition of Descriptive Text 
Descriptive text is a text that describes a particular person, place, or 
thing. The goal of descriptive text is to describe a characteristic of 
   
 
person, place, or thing in detail. It tells the readers with detail information 
that can help them to imagine and to describe in their mind about what 
the content of the text. 
2. Generic Structure 
• Identification: contains the identification of matter / a will be 
described. 
• Description: contains the explanation / description of the thing / 
person to mention a few properties. 
3. Language features 
• Specific participant has a certain object, is not common and unique 
(only one). for example: Bandengan beach, my house, Borobudur 
temple, uncle Jim 
• The use of the adjective (an adjective) to clarify the noun (noun) 
for example, be used for the following expression: a beautiful 
beach, a handsome man, the famous place in Jepara, etc.. 
• Use the present tense sentence pattern simple sentence patterns 
used are simple present for telling the facts of object descriptions. 
• Action verbs, there are verbs that show anactivity (activity can be 
seen), for example: run, sleep, walk, cut etc. 
4.   The Example of Descripteive Text 
 
My Small House 
I live in a small house. It has five rooms: there are two bedrooms, a 
living room, a bathroom, and a kitchen. Indeed it is a small house; but I 
like living in here for wasting my spare time. 
When the door is open, I can see the living room. It is so small with 
only three chairs and a table, nothing else. I prefer reading a novel in this 
room. 
My bedroom is in the left side of the living room. In this room there 
is a night table next to the bed, a TV, a radio, and a computer. When being 
   
 
bored of reading, I usually play online games, chat with my friends via 
Facebook and so on.  
Next to my bedroom is my mother's. I do not know what is inside 
because I never come in to see it. In the right side of the living room there 
is the kitchen. In the kitchen I have everything I need when I get hungry. It 
is very pleasure when my mother cooks, the smell fills my whole house. I 
know it is a very small house; but it is the best place I have ever seen.  
 
I. Technique 
Talking Stick 
 
J. Learning Activities 
A. Pre-activities (10 minutes) 
1. Greeting the students 
2. Checking students’ attendance 
3. Introducing the topic of the material 
4. Making a stimulation to make students having an imagination about the 
topic that will discuss 
5. Explaining the students’ roles in doing the activity and the objective of the 
lesson 
B. Whilst-activities Exploration (40 minutes) 
6. Asking the students some question about the topic 
7. Explaining about what the Descriptive text is and the main idea of each 
paragraph 
8. Giving a handout copy of Descriptive text and telling the story to the 
students 
9. Explaining to the students the example of the text given and what the 
general information, specific information and textual meaning from the text 
10. Asking the students to survey the text carefully by focusing on the title, 
first sentence and the last sentence of the text (survey) 
11. Asking the students to answer the questions related to the text as a pre-
questions (question) 
12. Asking the students to read the text carefully (read) 
   
 
13. Asking them to understand the text  
14. Asking the students to identify the general information, specific 
information (what, who, when, where, why, how) and the meaning of some 
difficult words of the text 
15. Asking the students to review everything once more by reading their note 
(review) 
16. Giving positive feedback about the students’ participation in the learning 
process 
17. Asking the students about what they have just learnt 
18. Summarizing the lesson 
19. Asking the students whether they still have questions about the lesson or 
not 
C. Post-activities (30 minutes) 
22. Distributing post-test 
23. Collecting the students’ worksheet 
24. Closing the meeting by saying “Good Bye” 
 
I. References 
1. www.definition-Descriptive-text-smp.com 
2. www.Descriptivetext-smp.com 
3. LKS Intan Prawira SMP 
4. Priyana, Joko., Irjayanti, R Arnys., & Renitasari, Virga. (2008). Scaffolding 
English for Junior High School Students Grade VII (SMP/Mts). Jakarta: Pusat 
Perbukuan, Departemen Pendidikan Nasional. 
 
J.  Assessment 
 
Indicators of Competence Technique In form of Instrument 
Indentifying general 
Information, specific 
Information, textual 
Reference in functional 
Text in the form of descriptive  
Written test Choice Post-test 
 
   
 
Scoring procedure: 
                                 Students' correct answer 
Student’s score =                                              x 100 
                                    Maximum score 
  
 
Andong, May 14th, 2016 
 
 
Acknowledge by:  
 
English Teacher  
 
 
 
 
M. Muttaqiin S.PdI 
NIP. 198104282005011003 
Researcher 
 
 
 
 
Feriyanti 
NIM.123221108 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
Appendix 4 
POST- TEST 1 
Cycle I 
Read the text below and choose the right answer by crossing (X) A, B, C, or 
D! 
My Blewuk 
I have some pets. However my favorite pet is Blewuk.Blewuk is a male cat I 
call it Blewuk because his fur is grey. He is adorable with his soft stripes. He has 
innocent round eyes and feeble sweet voice. He always meow when he feels 
hungry. Actually his voice is not suitable with his giant body. When I come home, 
he usually gives me a kiss. 
Blewuk is a nice playmate. I’m happy to spend my time with him. Most of 
the time, he’s a good boy. It’s almost impossible for me to be angry with him. In 
the morning he always wakes me up early. When he wakes up early, he waits 
quitly by me beside until I wake up. 
 
1. Why the pet is called Blewuk? 
a. Because it has got sweet voice 
b. Because it is a  male cat 
c. Because it is adorable 
d. Because of the color of his fur 
2. Base on the text we know that … 
a. Blewuk always kisses the writer in the  morning 
b. Every morning, the writer always wakes Blewuk up 
c. Blewuk is a big cat 
d. Blewuk is female 
3. What does the word feeble in the text mean? 
a. Weak 
b. Loud 
c. Strong 
d. Coarse 
   
 
4. What does the word ‘he’ in the sentence: ….” He usually gives me a kiss”. 
Refer to …? 
a. Blewuk 
b. The writer 
c. The reader 
d. The writer’s friend 
5. What does the word ‘adorable’ has the same meaning with …? 
a. Very big 
b. Funny 
c. Popular 
d. Lovely  
6. What is the purpose of the text? 
a. To entertain the reader 
b. To describe about the Blewuk 
c. To describe how to look after the Blewuk 
d. To give inform about the Blewuk 
7. We can find the physical description of Blewuk in the … paragraph 
a. First 
b. Second 
c. Third 
d. Fourth 
8. When Blewuk does gives a kiss to the writer? 
a. When the writer comes 
b. When Blewuk feels hungry 
c. When the writer wakes up 
d. When Blewuk wakes up earlier 
Nabila  
 
Nabila is the youngest in our family. She is fourteen years old and four years 
younger than me. He has long, straight hair, bright eyes, and a friendly smile. 
Sometimes, she is rather naughty at home, but she usually does what she is to do. 
   
 
Nabila is interested in drawing very much. She likes to draw some kind of 
flowers. Every day she draws flowers and coloring well. She often take parts in 
drawing competition. 
9. What is the text mostly about? 
a. Nabila 
b. Nabila’s hobby 
c. Nabila’s family 
d. Nabila’s elder sister 
10. From the text we know that… 
a. The writer’s youngest sister 
b. The writer’s elder sister 
c. A naughty girl 
d. A friendly girl 
11. Based on the text we know that the writer is … years old 
a. Fourteen 
b. Sixteen 
c. Eighteen 
d. Nineteen  
12. “Nabila is interested in drawing very much”  
The underlined phrase can be replaced with… 
a. Dislike drawing 
b. Really likes drawing 
c. Hates drawing very much 
d. Finds drawing not really entertaining 
13. “She is rather naughty at home.” What is the antonym of the word naughty in 
this sentence…? 
a. Obey 
b. Disobey 
c. Kindly 
d. Friendly 
 
   
 
14. What is the main idea of the second paragraph…? 
a. Nabila 
b. Nabila’s family 
c. Nabila’s sister 
d. Nabila’s hobby 
Wayne Rooney 
The wonder boy, Wayne Rooney is a very popular footballer in the world. At 
the age of 16, Rooney was a top goal scorer for Everton. His team. 
Wayne Rooney was born on October 24th. 1985 I Liverpool. He is the son of 
a working class family. He grew up in Croxteth. He was brought up in the 
bedroom house with his parents, Jeannette and Wayne had a dream. He wanted to 
be the best footballer. His family were Evert lovers and Rooney’s old bedroom 
window was filled with Everton Flags. 
His debut in Everton Football Club was in August 2002. His first league goal 
came in October 2002 when he became the youngest goal score in the story of the 
primer League at the age of 16 years. In 2004, he joined Manchester United. Now 
days he becomes the world’s most expensive teenager football player.  
15. What is the text mostly about? 
a. England football player. 
b. Wonder boys. 
c. Wayne Rooney. 
d. Top goal scorer.  
16. In what club did Wayne Rooney score his first goal? 
a. Arsenal. 
b. Manchester United 
c. Everton 
d. Liverpool. 
17. What is the main idea of paragraph one..? 
      a. Rooney is very popular. 
 b. Rooney lives in simple family. 
 c. Rooney becomes the youngest footballer. 
   
 
d. Rooney has been fan on Everton since he was young. 
18. “..... He was brought up in a three bedroom house....” 
The word he in this sentences refer to... 
a. Wayne Rooney. 
b. Graham Rooney. 
c. John Rooney 
d. Wayne’s Father. 
19. “In 2004, he joined Manchester United. The underlined word in the sentence 
has the same meaning with...  
a. look for. 
b. take part 
c. arrived 
d. look for 
20. When did his first league goal come? 
a. October 1985 
b. August 2002 
c. September 2002 
d. October 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
ANSWER SHEET 
POST-TEST 1 
Cycle I 
 
Name : ………………………….. 
Class : ………………………….. 
Date : ………………………….. 
B. Read the text below and choose the right answer by crossing (X) A, B, C, 
or D! 
 
No Options 
1 A B C D 
2 A B C D 
3 A B C D 
4 A B C D 
5 A B C D 
6 A B C D 
7 A B C D 
8 A B C D 
9 A B C D 
10 A B C D 
11 A B C D 
12 A B C D 
13 A B C D 
14 A B C D 
15 A B C D 
16 A B C D 
17 A B C D 
18 A B C D 
19 A B C D 
20 A B C D 
 
   
 
ANSWER KEY 
POST-TEST 1 
Cycle I 
 
1. A       11. A 
2. A       12. B 
3. C       13. D 
4. D       14. D 
5. A       15. D 
6. B       16. D 
7. C       17. D 
8. B       18. A 
9. A       19. B 
10. A       20. D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Appendix 5 
LESSON PLAN CYCLE II 
Cycle II Meeting 1 
School   : MTs Ma’arif Andong 
Subject   : English 
Class/ Semester  : VIIC/2 
Skill    : Reading 
Topic   : Descriptive Text 
 
 
A. Standard Competence: 
11. Understanding meaning in simple short essay in the form of descriptive to 
interact within the surroundings. 
 
B. Basic Competence: 
11.2 Responding meaning and rhetorical steps in simple short essay accurately, 
smoothly, and acceptable that is related within the surroundings in the 
form of descriptive text. 
 
C. Indicators: 
Identifying general information, specific information, textual meaning and 
textual reference in simple short essay in the form of Descriptive 
 
D. Learning Objective: 
After the students practice their reading comprehension task, they are able to 
identify the general information, specific information, textual meaning and 
textual reference of Descriptive text. 
 
E. Time Allotment: 2 × 40 minutes 
 
F. Learning Materials 
1. Definition of Descriptive Text 
Descriptive text is a text which says what a person or a thing is like. Its 
purpose is to describe and reveal a particular person, place, or thing.  
   
 
2. Generic Structure 
• Identification: contains the identification of matter / a will be described. 
• Description: contains the explanation / description of the thing / person to 
mention a few properties 
3. The Example of Descriptive Paragraph 
The Beauty of Magelang 
Magelang is an interesting tourist resort with many attractive old buildings. 
It is located in Central Java about forty five kilometers north of Jogyakarta. It 
takes about an hour by bus from Jogyakarta. 
Pucang, Secang a sub-district in Magelang, is one of the popular places for 
horn carving handicraft. It is said that most of the people are skilled in this art. 
More than thirty five families actually make their living by carving horns of 
buffaloes or cows. 
They normally produce one thousand carvings a day. However, this is not a 
record for a single day. They once received an order for one hundred and forty 
two thousand combs to be completed within one month. Any kind of horn carving 
handicraft is displayed at the workshop, where tourists often come to buy 
souvenirs (Taken from : www.Descriptive-text-smp.com) 
The main idea of a paragraph tells the main of the paragraph. The main 
idea tells what all or most of the sentence are about.  
How to find main idea of the text 
• Read the passage of the text 
• Ask the question to yourself “what is this passage about?” 
• In your own words, explain the answer in one short sentence 
• Look for a sentence in the text that most closely fits with your summary. 
The example of main idea. 
- First paragraph: She was late go to Magelang. 
- Second paragraph: She wants to take her motorcycle. 
- Third paragraph: She tried to move the motorcycles. 
- Fourth paragraph: Finally, she could her motorcycle. 
   
 
Example: “She tried to move all of the motorcycles, so that her motorcycle 
could move from the garage”. In third paragraph, “she” refers to the writer. 
 
G. Technique 
Talking Stick 
 
H. Learning Activities 
 
A. Pre-activities (15 minutes) 
1. Greeting the students 
2. Checking students’ attendance 
3. Introducing the topic of the material 
4. Making a stimulation to make students having an imagination about the topic 
that will discuss 
5. Explaining the students’ roles in doing the activity and the objective of the 
lesson 
B. Whilst-activities Exploration (45 minutes) 
6. Asking the students some question about the topic 
7. Explaining about what the Descriptive text is and the main idea of each 
paragraph 
8. Giving a handout copy of Descriptive text and telling the story to the 
students 
9. Explaining to the students the example of the text given and what the general 
information, specific information and textual meaning from the text 
10. Asking the students to survey the text carefully by focusing on the title, first 
sentence and the last sentence of the text (survey) 
11. Asking the students to answer the questions related to the text as a pre-
questions (question) 
12. Asking the students to read the text carefully (read) 
13. Asking them to understand the text and findout the answer of the text 
14. Asking them to note all the underlined , italicized, bold printed words or 
phrase and find the meaning (recite) 
15. Asking the students to identify the general information, specific information 
   
 
(what, who, when, where, why, how) and the meaning of some difficult 
words of the text 
C. Post-activities (20 minutes) 
16. Asking the students to review everything once more by reading their note 
(review) 
17. Giving positive feedback about the students’ participation in the learning 
process 
18. Asking the students about what they have just learnt 
19. Summarizing the lesson 
21.Asking the students whether they still have questions about the lesson or not 
22. Closing the meeting by saying “Good Bye” 
 
 
I. References 
1. www.descriptivetext-smp.com 
2. LKS Intan Prawira SMP 
3. Priyana, Joko., Irjayanti, R Arnys., & Renitasari, Virga. (2008). Scaffolding 
English for Junior High School Students Grade VII (SMP/Mts). Jakarta: 
Pusat Perbukuan, Departemen Pendidikan Nasional. 
 
J. Assessment 
 
Indicators of Competence Technique In form of Instrument 
Identifying general 
Information, specific 
Information, textual 
Reference in functional 
Text in the form of descriptive  
Written test Choice Post-test 
 
Scoring procedure: 
                                 Students' correct answer 
Student’s score =                                              x 100 
                                    Maximum score 
 
 
   
 
Andong, May 18th, 2016 
 
Acknowledge by:  
 
English Teacher 
 
 
 
 
M. Muttaqiin S.PdI 
NIP. 198104282005011003 
Researcher 
 
 
 
 
Feriyanti 
NIM.123221108 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Cycle II Meeting 2 
School   : MTs Ma’arif Andong 
Subject   : English 
Class/ Semester  : VIIC/2 
Skill    : Reading 
Topic   : Descriptive Text 
 
 
A. Standard Competence: 
11. Understanding meaning in simple short essay in the form of descriptive to 
interact within the surroundings. 
 
B. Basic Competence: 
11.2 Responding meaning and rhetorical steps in simple short essay accurately, 
smoothly, and acceptable that is related within the surroundings in the 
form of Descriptive text. 
 
C. Indicators: 
Identifying general information, specific information, textual meaning and 
textual reference in simple short essay in the form of Descriptive 
 
D. Learning Objective: 
After the students practice their reading comprehension task, they are able to 
identify the general information, specific information, textual meaning and 
textual reference of Descriptive text. 
 
E. Time Allotment: 2 × 40 minutes 
 
F. Learning Materials 
1. Definition of Descriptive Text 
Descriptive text is a text which describes and gives more detail information 
about particular people, thing, place, and animal. The purpose of this text is to 
describe people, thing, place, and animal 
   
 
2. The Example of Descriptive Paragraph 
I Like Elephants 
I like elephants. Elephants are the biggest land animals in the world. The 
African elephant is found on the continent of Africa and the Indian elephant is 
found in Asia. Elephants are mammals as well as herbivores, meaning they only 
eat plants rather than meat. 
I know that there are two main types of elephants; the African elephant and 
the Indian elephant. The African elephant is bigger than the Indian elephant. It has 
larger ears too. Both the males and females have tusks. The African elephant has 
wrinkly gray skin, a swayed back, and two tips at the end of its trunk that it can 
use like fingers to pick stuff up. The tusk make elephant look really cool. 
The Indian, or Asian, elephant is smaller than the African elephant and has 
smaller ears. They have more of a humped back and only one fingerlike tip at the 
end of their trunk. Also, their skin tends to be less wrinkly than the African 
elephant. Next time go to the zoo. I want to ride an elephant. (Taken from: 
www.Descriptive-text-smp.com) 
The main idea of a paragraph tells the main of the paragraph. The main idea 
tells what all or most of the sentence are about.  
How to find main idea of the text 
• Read the passage of the text 
• Ask the question to yourself “what is this passage about?” 
• In your own words, explain the answer in one short sentence 
• Look for a sentence in the text that most closely fits with your summary. 
 
G. Technique 
Talking Stick 
 
H. Learning Activities 
A. Pre-activities (10minutes) 
1. Greeting the students 
2. Checking students’ attendance 
   
 
3. Introducing the topic of the material 
4. Making a stimulation to make students having an imagination about the 
topic that will discuss 
5. Explaining the students’ roles in doing the activity and the objective of the 
lesson 
B. Whilst-activities Exploration (40minutes) 
6. Asking the students some question about the topic 
7. Explaining about what the Descriptive text is and the main idea of each 
paragraph 
8. Giving a handout copy of Descriptive text and telling the story to the 
students 
9. Explaining to the students the example of the text given and what the 
general information, specific information and textual meaning from the text 
10. Asking the students to survey the text carefully by focusing on the title, 
first sentence and the last sentence of the text (survey) 
11. Asking the students to answer the questions related to the text as a pre-
questions (question) 
12. Asking the students to read the text carefully (read) 
13. Asking them to understand the text and findout the answer of the text 
14. Asking them to note all the underlined , italicized, bold printed words or 
phrase and find the meaning (recite) 
15. Asking the students to identify the general information, specific 
information (what, who, when, where, why, how) and the meaning of some 
difficult words of the text 
16. Asking the students to review everything once more by reading their note 
(review) 
17. Giving positive feedback about the students’ participation in the learning 
process 
18. Asking the students about what they have just learnt 
19. Summarizing the lesson 
20. Asking the students whether they still have questions about the lesson or 
not 
C. Post-activities (30 minutes) 
   
 
20. Distributing post-test 
21. Collecting the students’ worksheet 
22. Closing the meeting by saying “Good Bye” 
 
I. References 
1. www.descriptivetext-smp.com 
2. LKS Intan Prawira SMP 
3. Priyana, Joko., Irjayanti, R Arnys., & Renitasari, Virga. (2008). Scaffolding 
English for Junior High School Students Grade VII (SMP/Mts). Jakarta: 
Pusat Perbukuan, Departemen Pendidikan Nasional. 
 
J. Assessment 
 
Indicators of Competence Technique In form of Instrument 
Indentifying general 
Information, specific 
Information, textual 
Reference in functional 
Text in the form of descriptive  
Written test Choice Post-test 
 
Scoring procedure: 
                                 Students' correct answer 
Student’s score =                                              x 100 
                                    Maximum score 
 
Andong, May 21st, 2016 
 
Acknowledge by:  
 
English Teacher 
 
 
M. Muttaqiin S.PdI 
NIP. 198104282005011003 
Researcher 
 
 
Feriyanti 
NIM.123221108 
   
 
 
Appendix 6 
POST- TEST 2 
Cycle II 
Read the text below and choose the right answer by crossing (X) A, B, C, or 
D! 
Krakatoa 
 Krakatoa is one of the vulcanous of the sunda volcanic arc. The 
volcanowas formed by the subduction of the indian. Australian plaid under the 
eurosia Krakatau (Krakatoa) is located in the sunda strait, 40 km of the west coast 
of java on the island of rakata in Indonesia. The geographical coordinates of 
Krakatoa are 16.7 south latitude and 105.4 east longitude.  
 At its peak, Krakatoa reached a high of 790 m (2,600 ft) above sea level its 
first known eruption occurred in 416 A.D. however, this eruption destroyed the 
volcano of Krakatoa which collaps and formed a four-mile wide caldera. The 
island of verlaten and lang are remnants of this older volcano. Subsequently, three 
vulcanous combanied to form this island of Krakatoa. 
1. Krakatoa is located in the ….  
a. Java sea 
b. East coast of java 
c. Ujung kulon 
d. Sunda strait 
2. Krakatoa is …. Meters above sea level. 
a. 690 
b. 790 
c. 970 
d. 990 
3. “However, this eruption destroyed the volcano…..”the word to destroy has 
similar meaning as… 
a. To build 
b. To break down 
   
 
c. To happen 
d. To form 
4. When the Krakatoa first eruption accoured? 
a. 790 A.D 
b. 316 A.D 
c. 416 A.D 
d. 461 A.D 
5. How big the caldera formed bythe first eruption of krakatoa? 
a. 6 miles 
b. 4 miles 
c. 11 miles 
d. 5 miles 
Julia 
 Julia is girl of medium height and somewhat thin. She wear her hair in to 
plaits. She lives in near my house. 
 We are of the same age. We go to the same school and she sits next to me 
in the classroom. We do everything together. She is my best friend. 
 Julia and I share many interests. She likes to read as I do. She collects 
stamps too and we exchange them with one another. We like to discuss our school 
work and help each other with it. 
 I am fortunate to have Julia for a friend. She is friendly and ever willing to 
help others in difficulty. She is a good friend. 
 
6. The following statement are correct about Julia, except….. 
a. She is older that  the writer  
b. Her hobby is collecting stamps 
c. She likes reading 
d. She is a helpful day 
7. “I am fortunate to have Julia for a friend” what is the meaning of “fortune”? 
a. Lucky 
b. Happy 
   
 
c. Heavy 
d. Crazy 
8. “We exchange them with one another” (line 6) them refer to ………… 
a. Other friend 
b. Books 
c. Interest 
d. stamp 
9. What is Julia’s characteristic? 
a. Arrogant 
b. Friendly 
c. Wise 
d. Cruel 
10. Is Julia the writer’s neighboar? 
a. Yes. She is 
b. No, it is not 
c. Yes, it is 
d. No, she is not 
Venice 
 Venice is a city in northern Italy. It has been known as the “Queen of the 
Adriatic”, “City of Bridges”, and “The City of Light”. The city stretches across 
117 small islands in the marshy Venetian Lagoon along the Adriatic Sea in 
northeast Italy. 
 Venice is world famous for its canals. It is built on an archipelago of 117 
islands formed by about 150 canals in a shallow lagoon. The islands on which the 
city is built are connected by about 400 bridges. In the old center, the canals serve 
the function of roads, and every form of transport is on water or on foot. You can 
ride gondola there. It is the classical Venetian boat which nowadays is mostly 
used for tourists, or weddings, funerals, or other ceremonies. Now, most 
Venetians travel by motorized waterbuses which ply regular routes along the 
major canals and between the city’s islands. The city has many private boats. The 
   
 
only gondolas still in common use by Venetians are the Traghetti, foot passenger 
ferries crossing the Grand Canal at certain points without bridges. 
11. What does the text tell you about? 
a. Gondola. 
b. Traghetti.  
c. Venice. 
d. Italy. 
12. What transport crosses the Grand Canal for foot passengers at certain points 
without bridges? 
a. Gondolas. 
b. Traghetti.  
c. Waterbuses. 
d. Lagoon. 
13. From the text we can say that Venice belongs to a city of ….  
a. water 
b. ceremonies 
c. buses 
d. funerals 
14. What does the second paragraph of the text tell us about? 
a. The forms of transport in the world.  
b. The canals and roads that people like to use. 
c. The archipelago that has a lot of islands. 
d. Venice as the world famous for its canals. 
 
My Pet 
I have a pet. It is a dog and I call it Dolgy. Dolgy is a Chinese breed. It is small, 
fluffy, and cute. It has got thick black fur. When I cuddle it, the fur feels soft. 
Dolgy does not like bones. Every day it eats soft food like steamed rice, fish, or 
bread. Every morning I give him milk and bread. When I am at school, Dolgy 
plays with my rabbit. They get along well, and never fight maybe because Dolgy 
   
 
does not bark a lot. It treats the other animals in our house gently, and it never eats 
shoes. Dolgy is really sweet and friendly animal. 
15. The communicative purpose of this text is….. 
a. to describe a particular animal 
b. to share an amusing incident with others 
c. to present two points of view about an issue 
d. to inform the readers about the beauty of Dolgy 
16. How does Dolgy look like? 
a. big, fierce, and cute 
b. big, fluffy, and fierce 
c. small, fierce, and stink 
d. Small, fluffy, and cute. 
17. Whom Dolgy plays with when the writer goes to school? 
a. the writer’s sister 
b. the writer’s mother 
c. the writer’s cat 
d. the writer’s rabbit 
18. What does Dolgy eat every morning? 
a. fish and rice 
b. bread and milk 
c. bone and milk 
d. rice and bone 
 
Paris 
 Paris is the capital city of France. It is also one of the most beautiful and 
famous city in the world. 
 Paris is called as the city of light. It is also an international fashion center. 
What stylish women are wearing in Paris will be worn by women all over the 
world. Paris is also famous for its world center of education. For instance, it is the 
headquarters of UNESCO, the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization. There are other many other famous places in Paris, such as the 
   
 
famous museum the louver as well as the cathedral of Notre Dame. However, the 
most famous landmark in this city must be the Eiffel Tower. 
 Paris is named after a group of people called the Parisii. They built a small 
village on an island in the middle of the Seine River about two thousand years 
ago. This island is called Ile de la Cite. It is where Notre Dame located. Today 
around eight million people live in the Paris area. 
 
19. What is the communicative purpose of the text? 
a. to present two points of views about Paris 
b. to explain Paris, the capital city of France 
c. to describe Paris 
d. to retell Paris, the capital of France 
20. What are famous places in Paris? 
a. Pisa Tower and The Louvre museum 
b. The cathedral of Notre Dame and Pisa Tower 
c. The Louvre museum, Eiffel Tower, and Pisa Tower 
d. The Louvre museum, Eiffel Tower, and the cathedral of Notre Dame 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
ANSWER SHEET 
POST-TEST 2 
Cycle II 
 
Name : ………………………….. 
Class : ………………………….. 
Date : ………………………….. 
C. Read the text below and choose the right answer by crossing (X) A, B, C, 
or D! 
No Options 
1 A B C D 
2 A B C D 
3 A B C D 
4 A B C D 
5 A B C D 
6 A B C D 
7 A B C D 
8 A B C D 
9 A B C D 
10 A B C D 
11 A B C D 
12 A B C D 
13 A B C D 
14 A B C D 
15 A B C D 
16 A B C D 
17 A B C D 
18 A B C D 
19 A B C D 
20 A B C D 
 
 
   
 
ANSWER KEY 
POST-TEST 2 
Cycle II 
 
1.   D    11. C 
2.    B    12. B 
3.    B    13. A 
4.    C    14. D 
5.    B    15. A 
6.    A    16. D 
7.    A    17. D 
8.    D    18. B 
9.    B    19. C 
10.  A    20. D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Appendix 7 
LIST OF SUBJECTS 
Class : VII C 
Academic year : 2015/2016 
 
NO 
Students 
Number Name M/F 
1 2096 Ahmat Verdinan Karisma M 
2 2097 Ali Ichwan Lazuardi M 
3 2098 Bagas Agli Saputra M 
4 2099 Dany Setiawan M 
5 2100 Delvia Agustina F 
6 2101 Devi Aulia Sari F 
7 2102 Faisal Adnan Burhanudin M 
8 2103 Frida Ratnasari F 
9 2104 Gilang Sriyanto M 
10 2105 Giyanti F 
11 2106 Irma Retno Anjali F 
12 2107 Isna Nur Colis M 
13 2108 Kholifatun Sholikah F 
14 2109 Laili Fatihatul Jannah F 
15 2110 Lisa Nabila F 
16 2111 Lucky Aprelia F 
17 2112 Luthfi Khakim M 
18 2113 M. Eko Santoso M 
19 2114 M. Nur Syafe'i M 
20 2116 M. Rizal Maulana Aldi M 
21 2117 Maghfirohul Khoirunnisa F 
22 2118 Mala Niswatul 'Aliyyah F 
23 2119 Muhamad Basri M 
   
 
24 2121 Nur Janah F 
25 2122 Nur Zubaitin F 
26 2123 Puji Ruwaida F 
27 2124 Putri Dewi Wulandari F 
28 2125 Reni Kurnia Fatmawati F 
29 2126 Riko Andriyanto M 
30 2129 Rino Aditya Nugroho N 
31 2130 Sabella Anggi Maharani F 
32 2131 Safira Putri Aprelia F 
33 2132 Sekar Cahyaning Dewayu F 
34 2133 Siti Muntamah F 
35 2134 Siti Nuraini F 
36 2135 Sri Lestari F 
37 2136 Tri Septiyani F 
38 2137 Windi Prima Galuh F 
39 2138 Wisnu Adi P M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Appendix 8 
RESULTS OF STUDENTS LEARNING  
PRE CYCLE  
No STUDENTS NAME 
PRE CYCLE 
Score  Description 
1  Ahmat Verdinan K 80 Passing Successfully 
2  Ali Ichwan Lazuardi 80 Passing Successfully 
3  Bagas Agli Saputra 50 Not Passing Successfully 
4  Dany Setiawan 20 Not Passing Successfully 
5  Delvia Agustina 50 Not Passing Successfully 
6  Devi Aulia Sari 80 Passing Successfully 
7  Faisal Adnan Burhanudin 55 Not Passing Successfully 
8  Frida Ratnasari 80 Passing Successfully 
9  Gilang Sriyanto 75 Passing Successfully 
10  Giyanti 50 Not Passing Successfully 
11  Irma Retno Anjali 80 Passing Successfully 
12  Isna Nur Colis 80 Passing Successfully 
13  Kholifatun Sholikah 70 Passing Successfully 
14  Laili Fatihatul Jannah 60 Not Passing Successfully 
15  Lisa Nabila 70 Passing Successfully 
16  Lucky Aprelia 50 Not Passing Successfully 
17  Luthfi Khakim 75 Passing Successfully 
18  M. Eko Santoso 70 Passing Successfully 
19  M. Nur Syafe'i 60 Passing Successfully 
20  M. Rizal Maulana Aldi 40 Not Passing Successfully 
21  Maghfirohul Khoirunnisa 40 Not Passing Successfully 
22  Mala Niswatul 'Aliyyah 75 Passing Successfully 
23  Muhamad Basri 70 Passing Successfully 
24  Nur Janah 80 Passing Successfully 
25  Nur Zubaitin 65 Not Passing Successfully 
26  Puji Ruwaida 75 Passing Successfully 
27  Putri Dewi Wulandari 20 Not Passing Successfully 
28  Reni Kurnia Fatmawati 80 Passing Successfully 
29  Riko Andriyanto 50 Not Passing Successfully 
30  Rino Aditya Nugroho 75  Passing Successfully  
31 Sabella Anggi Maharani 50 Not Passing Successfully 
32 Safira Putri Aprelia 20 Not Passing Successfully 
33 Sekar Cahyaning D 50 Not Passing Successfully 
34 Siti Muntamah 80 Passing Successfully 
35 Siti Nuraini 60 Not Passing Successfully 
36 Sri Lestari 70 Passing Successfully 
37 Tri Septiyani 75 Passing Successfully 
   
 
38 Windi Prima Galuh 50 Not Passing Successfully 
39 Wisnu Adi P 75 Passing Successfully 
Total Score 2435  
Mean 62.43  
Lowest Score 20  
Highest Score 80  
No. of Students above KKM 22  
No. students below KKM 17  
Percentage 56,4% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Appendix 9 
SHEET OF TEACHER’S TEACHING SKILL OBSERVATION IN 
LEARNING ENGLISH WITH TALKING STICK TECHNIQUE 
Cycle I First Meeting  
 
Name of Observer :  
Material :  
Day / Date  :  
Instruction:  
1. Fill in the score column with the following assessment guideline 
a. Score 0 when there is no descriptor appearing 
b. Score 1 when only 1 descriptor appears 
c. Score 2 when only 2 descriptor appear 
d. Score 3 when only 3 descriptor appear 
e. Score 4 when all descriptors appear 
(Directorate General of Educator and Education Staff Quality Improvement: 
2008)  
2. Any things not appearing in descriptive are written on the field note. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Result of Teacher’s Teaching Skill in the First Meeting of Cycle I  
 
No Aspect Observed First 
Meeting 
Yes No  
1 Teacher explains the learning material. √  
2 Teacher gives the students the opportunity of 
reading and studying the material 
√  
3 Teacher asks the students to close book  √ 
4 Teacher takes the prepared stick and gives it to 
one student 
√  
5 Teacher asks a question the student holding the 
stick 
√  
6 Teacher gives the students the opportunity of 
reflecting on the material learnt 
 √ 
7 Teacher comments on entire answer the 
students give 
 √ 
8 Teacher invites the students to draw a 
conclusion jointly. 
 √ 
 Total 4  
 
Percentage Calculation: 
Teacher activity in the first meeting of cycle I  
 
                      No. of questions 
Total =                                        X 100% 
                  Total Number of questions 
 
 
                    4 
Total =                X 100% 
                    8 
 
Total =  50% 
 
 
Criteria   Category  
91% - 100% Very Good 
71% - 90% Good 
51% - 70% Fair  
≤ 50% Poor   
 
   
 
Result of Teacher’s Teaching Skill in the Second Meeting of Cycle I  
 
No Aspect Observed Second  
Meeting 
Yes No  
1 Teacher explains the learning material. √  
2 Teacher gives the students the opportunity of 
reading and studying the material 
√  
3 Teacher asks the students to close book  √ 
4 Teacher takes the prepared stick and gives it to 
one student 
√  
5 Teacher asks a question the student holding the 
stick 
√  
6 Teacher gives the students the opportunity of 
reflecting on the material learnt 
√  
7 Teacher comments on entire answer the 
students give 
 √ 
8 Teacher invites the students to draw a 
conclusion jointly. 
 √ 
 Total 5  
 
Percentage Calculation: 
          Teacher activity in the second meeting of cycle I 
 
No. of questions 
Total =                                        X 100% 
                  Total Number of questions 
 
 
                    5 
Total =                X 100% 
                    8 
 
Total =  62,5%                    
 
Criteria   Category  
91% - 100% Very Good 
71% - 90% Good 
51% - 70% Fair  
≤ 50% Poor   
 
 
   
 
Appendix 10 
RESULTS OF STUDENT ACTIVITY IN THE LEARNING WITH 
TALKING STICK TECHNIQUE 
Cycle 1 First Meeting 
No. Name 
Indicator 
Σ 
Category 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Total scores of 
descriptor/indicator 
1  Ahmat Verdinan K 2 2 4 3 1 2 2 1 17 G 
2  Ali Ichwan Lazuardi 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 13 F 
3  Bagas Agli Saputra 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 P 
4  Dany Setiawan 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 P 
5  Delvia Agustina 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 P 
6  Devi Aulia Sari 3 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 14 F 
7  Faisal Adnan Burhanudin 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 P 
8  Frida Ratnasari 3 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 16 G 
9  Gilang Sriyanto 2 2 3 3 2 2 2 1 17 G 
10  Giyanti 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 P 
11  Irma Retno Anjali 3 2 2 2 2 3 1 2 17 G 
12  Isna Nur Colis 1 2 3 2 3 2 1 2 16 G 
13  Kholifatun Sholikah 1 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 16 G 
14  Laili Fatihatul Jannah 2 1 2 2 1 2 2 2 14 F 
15  Lisa Nabila 2 3 2 1 2 1 2 2 15 F 
16  Lucky Aprelia 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 P 
17  Luthfi Khakim 2 2 3 1 1 2 1 2 14 F 
18  M. Eko Santoso 3 4 1 1 2 2 1 2 16 G 
19  M. Nur Syafe'i 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 15 F 
20  M. Rizal Maulana Aldi 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 P 
21  Maghfirohul Khoirunnisa 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 P 
22  Mala Niswatul 'Aliyyah 2 2 3 3 2 2 1 1 16 G 
23  Muhamad Basri 3 2 2 4 2 1 2 2 18 G 
24  Nur Janah 4 4 2 2 3 2 3 1 21 G 
25  Nur Zubaitin 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 14 F 
26  Puji Ruwaida 3 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 16 G 
27  Putri Dewi Wulandari 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 P 
28  Reni Kurnia Fatmawati 2 3 2 2 2 1 2 1 15 F 
29  Riko Andriyanto 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 P 
30  Rino Aditya Nugroho 3 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 15 F 
31 Sabella Anggi Maharani 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 13 F 
32 Safira Putri Aprelia 1 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 13 F 
33 Sekar Cahyaning D 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 14 F 
34 Siti Muntamah 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 14 F 
   
 
35 Siti Nuraini 3 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 14 F 
36 Sri Lestari 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 14 F 
37 Tri Septiyani 3 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 16 G 
38 Windi Prima Galuh 2 2 3 3 2 2 2 1 17 G 
39 Wisnu Adi P 1 3 1 1 1 2 3 3 15 F 
  72 73 73 66 61 60 61 59 525  
Mean 13.46 Moderate 
 
The indicators of student activity include: 
1 = Students pay attention to the material explained by teacher. 
2 = Students read and study the material 
3 = Students receive stick and answer the teacher’s question   
4 = Student attending the reflection activity the teacher gives 
5 = Students make material summary  
6 = Students demonstrate the stick playing skill  
7 = Students express their opinion  
8 = Students draw an a conclusion about the learning outcome  
 
Criteria  Category  
25 ≤ score ≤ 32 Very Good 
17 ≤ score < 24 Good 
9 ≤ score < 16 Fair  
0 ≤  score  < 8 Poor   
 
  
   
 
Appendix 11 
Cycle I Second Meeting 
No. Name 
Indicator 
Σ 
Category 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Total scores of 
descriptor/indicator 
1  Ahmat Verdinan K 2 2 4 3 1 2 2 1 17 G 
2  Ali Ichwan Lazuardi 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 13 F 
3  Bagas Agli Saputra 1 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 13 F 
4  Dany Setiawan 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 14 F 
5  Delvia Agustina 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 14 F 
6  Devi Aulia Sari 3 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 14 F 
7  Faisal Adnan Burhanudin 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 14 F 
8  Frida Ratnasari 3 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 16 G 
9  Gilang Sriyanto 2 2 3 3 2 2 2 1 17 G 
10  Giyanti 1 3 1 1 1 2 3 3 15 F 
11  Irma Retno Anjali 3 2 2 2 2 3 1 2 17 G 
12  Isna Nur Colis 1 2 3 2 3 2 1 2 16 G 
13  Kholifatun Sholikah 1 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 16 G 
14  Laili Fatihatul Jannah 2 1 2 2 1 2 2 2 14 F 
15  Lisa Nabila 2 3 2 1 2 1 2 2 15 F 
16  Lucky Aprelia 2 3 3 2 1 2 2 2 17 G 
17  Luthfi Khakim 2 2 3 1 1 2 1 2 14 F 
18  M. Eko Santoso 3 4 1 1 2 2 1 2 16 G 
19  M. Nur Syafe'i 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 15 F 
20  M. Rizal Maulana Aldi 2 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 17 G 
21  Maghfirohul Khoirunnisa 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 14 F 
22  Mala Niswatul 'Aliyyah 2 2 3 3 2 2 1 1 16 G 
23  Muhamad Basri 3 2 2 4 2 1 2 2 18 G 
24  Nur Janah 4 4 2 2 3 2 3 1 21 G 
25  Nur Zubaitin 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 14 F 
26  Puji Ruwaida 3 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 16 G 
27  Putri Dewi Wulandari 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 2 14 F 
28  Reni Kurnia Fatmawati 2 3 2 2 2 1 2 1 15 F 
29  Riko Andriyanto 2 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 14 F 
30  Rino Aditya Nugroho 3 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 15 F 
31 Sabella Anggi Maharani 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 13 F 
32 Safira Putri Aprelia 1 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 13 F 
33 Sekar Cahyaning D 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 14 F 
34 Siti Muntamah 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 14 F 
35 Siti Nuraini 3 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 14 F 
36 Sri Lestari 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 2 14 F 
37 Tri Septiyani 3 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 16 G 
38 Windi Prima Galuh 2 2 3 3 2 2 2 1 17 G 
39 Wisnu Adi P 1 3 1 1 1 2 3 3 15 F 
   
 
  78 84 83 73 66 67 70 70 591  
Mean  15.15 Moderate 
The indicators of student activity include: 
1 = Students pay attention to the material explained by teacher. 
2 = Students read and study the material 
3 = Students receive stick and answer the teacher’s question   
4 = Student attending the reflection activity the teacher gives 
5 = Students make material summary  
6 = Students demonstrate the stick playing skill  
7 = Students express their opinion  
8 = Students draw an a conclusion about the learning outcome  
 
Criteria  Category  
25 ≤ score ≤ 32 Very Good 
17 ≤ score < 24 Good 
9 ≤ score < 16 Fair  
0 ≤  score  < 8 Poor   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 Appendix 12  
RESULTS OF READING COMPREHENSION TEST 
CYCLE  I 
No NAME 
CYCLE I 
Score Description  
1  Ahmat Verdinan K 85 Passing Successfully 
2  Ali Ichwan Lazuardi 85 Passing Successfully 
3  Bagas Agli Saputra 60 Not Passing Successfully 
4  Dany Setiawan 35 Not Passing Successfully 
5  Delvia Agustina 65 Not Passing Successfully 
6  Devi Aulia Sari 85 Passing Successfully 
7  Faisal Adnan Burhanudin 70 Passing Successfully 
8  Frida Ratnasari 90 Passing Successfully 
9  Gilang Sriyanto 90 Passing Successfully 
10  Giyanti 70 Passing Successfully 
11  Irma Retno Anjali 75 Passing Successfully 
12  Isna Nur Colis 85 Passing Successfully 
13  Kholifatun Sholikah 80 Passing Successfully 
14  Laili Fatihatul Jannah 60 Not Passing Successfully 
15  Lisa Nabila 75 Passing Successfully 
16  Lucky Aprelia 50 Not Passing Successfully 
17  Luthfi Khakim 85 Passing Successfully 
18  M. Eko Santoso 90 Passing Successfully 
19  M. Nur Syafe'i 75 Passing Successfully 
20  M. Rizal Maulana Aldi 50 Not Passing Successfully 
21  Maghfirohul Khoirunnisa 40 Not Passing Successfully 
22  Mala Niswatul 'Aliyyah 90 Passing Successfully 
23  Muhamad Basri 90 Passing Successfully 
24  Nur Janah 90 Passing Successfully 
25  Nur Zubaitin 75 Passing Successfully 
26  Puji Ruwaida 90 Passing Successfully 
27  Putri Dewi Wulandari 35 Not Passing Successfully 
28  Reni Kurnia Fatmawati 85 Passing Successfully 
29  Riko Andriyanto 50 Not Passing Successfully 
30  Rino Aditya Nugroho 85 Passing Successfully 
31 Sabella Anggi Maharani 60 Not Passing Successfully 
32 Safira Putri Aprelia 35 Not Passing Successfully 
33 Sekar Cahyaning D 70 Passing Successfully 
34 Siti Muntamah 85 Passing Successfully 
35 Siti Nuraini 75 Passing Successfully 
36 Sri Lestari 75 Passing Successfully 
37 Tri Septiyani 85 Passing Successfully 
   
 
38 Windi Prima Galuh 65 Not Passing Successfully 
39 Wisnu Adi P 80 Passing Successfully 
Total Score 2820  
Mean 72.3  
Lowest Score 35  
Highest Score 90  
No. of Students above KKM 27  
No. of students below KKM 12  
Percentage 69,2% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Appendix 13 
SHEET OF TEACHER’S TEACHING SKILL OBSERVATION IN 
LEARNING ENGLISH WITH TALKING STICK TECHNIQUE 
Cycle II First Meeting 
 
Name of Observer :  
Material :  
Day / Date  :  
Instruction:  
1. Fill in the score column with the following assessment guideline 
a. Score 0 when there is no descriptor appearing 
b. Score 1 when only 1 descriptor appears 
c. Score 2 when only 2 descriptor appear 
d. Score 3 when only 3 descriptor appear 
e. Score 4 when all descriptors appear 
(Directorate General of Educator and Education Staff Quality Improvement: 
2008)  
2. Any things not appearing in descriptive are written on the field note. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Result of Teacher’s Teaching Skill in the First Meeting of Cycle II  
 
No Aspect Observed First 
Meeting 
Yes No  
1 Teacher explains the learning material. √  
2 Teacher gives the students the opportunity of 
reading and studying the material 
√  
3 Teacher asks the students to close book √  
4 Teacher takes the prepared stick and gives it to 
one student 
√  
5 Teacher asks a question the student holding the 
stick 
√  
6 Teacher gives the students the opportunity of 
reflecting on the material learnt 
√  
7 Teacher comments on entire answer the 
students give 
 √ 
8 Teacher invites the students to draw a 
conclusion jointly. 
 √ 
 Total 6  
 
Percentage Calculation: 
Teacher activity in the first meeting of cycle II  
 
                      No. of questions 
Total =                                        X 100% 
                  Total Number of questions 
 
                    6 
Total =                X 100% 
                    8 
 
Total =  75% 
 
 
Criteria  Category  
91% - 100% Very Good 
71% - 90% Good 
51% - 70% Fair  
≤ 50% Poor   
 
 
   
 
Result of Teacher’s Teaching Skill in the Second Meeting of Cycle II 
 
No Aspect Observed Second 
Meeting 
Yes No  
1 Teacher explains the learning material. √  
2 Teacher gives the students the opportunity of 
reading and studying the material 
√  
3 Teacher asks the students to close book √  
4 Teacher takes the prepared stick and gives it to 
one student 
√  
5 Teacher asks a question the student holding the 
stick 
√  
6 Teacher gives the students the opportunity of 
reflecting on the material learnt 
√  
7 Teacher comments on entire answer the 
students give 
 √ 
8 Teacher invites the students to draw a 
conclusion jointly. 
√  
 Total 7  
 
Percentage Calculation: 
Teacher activity in the first meeting of cycle II  
 
                      No. of questions 
Total =                                        X 100% 
                  Total Number of questions 
 
                    7 
Total =                X 100% 
                    8 
 
Total =  87,5% 
 
Criteria  Category  
91% - 100% Very Good 
71% - 90% Good 
51% - 70% Fair  
≤ 50% Poor   
 
 
   
 
Appendix 14 
SHEET OF TEACHER’S TEACHING SKILL OBSERVATION IN 
LEARNING ENGLISH WITH TALKING STICK TECHNIQUE 
Cycle II First Meeting  
No. Name 
Indicator 
Σ 
Category 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Total scores of descriptor/indicator 
1  Ahmat Verdinan K 4 3 4 3 2 4 2 4 26 VG 
2  Ali Ichwan Lazuardi 2 3 2 3 3 2 4 3 22 G 
3  Bagas Agli Saputra 3 2 3 1 2 3 2 2 18 G 
4  Dany Setiawan 3 3 4 1 2 3 3 2 21 G 
5  Delvia Agustina 3 3 3 4 4 3 2 3 25 VG 
6  Devi Aulia Sari 4 4 3 3 4 1 4 4 27 G 
7  Faisal Adnan Burhanudin 2 3 2 2 3 3 2 4 21 G 
8  Frida Ratnasari 4 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 27 VG 
9  Gilang Sriyanto 4 3 3 3 4 3 2 2 24 VG 
10  Giyanti 3 3 4 2 2 2 3 3 22 G 
11  Irma Retno Anjali 4 4 3 4 3 3 4 4 29 VG 
12  Isna Nur Colis 4 2 3 2 3 3 4 3 24 VG 
13  Kholifatun Sholikah 1 3 2 3 3 4 3 2 21 G 
14  Laili Fatihatul Jannah 2 2 4 2 4 3 3 3 23 G 
15  Lisa Nabila 3 3 3 4 3 2 3 4 25 VG 
16  Lucky Aprelia 2 2 3 1 1 2 1 2 14 F 
17  Luthfi Khakim 3 4 1 1 2 2 1 2 16 G 
18  M. Eko Santoso 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 15 F 
19  M. Nur Syafe'i 2 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 17 G 
20  M. Rizal Maulana Aldi 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 14 F 
21  Maghfirohul Khoirunnisa 2 2 3 3 2 2 1 1 16 G 
22  Mala Niswatul 'Aliyyah 3 2 2 4 2 1 2 2 18 G 
23  Muhamad Basri 4 4 2 2 3 2 3 1 21 G 
24  Nur Janah 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 14 F 
25  Nur Zubaitin 3 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 16 G 
26  Puji Ruwaida 4 3 4 3 3 3 3 4 27 VG 
27  Putri Dewi Wulandari 3 2 3 3 2 2 3 1 19 G 
28  Reni Kurnia Fatmawati 3 3 2 3 3 2 3 2 21 G 
29  Riko Andriyanto 3 2 3 2 2 1 1 3 17 G 
30  Rino Aditya Nugroho 4 3 3 3 4 4 3 3 27 VG 
31 Sabella Anggi Maharani 3 1 2 3 3 2 4 1 19 G 
32 Safira Putri Aprelia 2 4 3 3 4 3 3 3 25 VG 
33 Sekar Cahyaning D 3 4 3 4 3 4 3 3 27 VG 
34 Siti Muntamah 4 4 4 3 3 3 4 3 28 VG 
   
 
35 Siti Nuraini 2 3 3 2 2 2 2 3 19 G 
36 Sri Lestari 4 3 4 3 3 3 3 4 27 VG 
37 Tri Septiyani 3 2 3 3 2 2 3 1 19 G 
38 Windi Prima Galuh 3 3 2 3 3 2 3 2 21 G 
39 Wisnu Adi P 3 2 3 2 2 1 1 3 17 G 
  114 107 110 100 103 93 101 101 829  
Mean 21.25 Good 
 
The indicators of student activity include: 
1 = Students pay attention to the material explained by teacher. 
2 = Students read and study the material 
3 = Students receive stick and answer the teacher’s question   
4 = Student attending the reflection activity the teacher gives 
5 = Students make material summary  
6 = Students demonstrate the stick playing skill  
7 = Students express their opinion  
8 = Students draw an a conclusion about the learning outcome  
 
Criteria  Category  
25 ≤ score ≤ 32 Very Good 
17 ≤ score < 24 Good 
9 ≤ score < 16 Fair  
0 ≤  score  < 8 Poor   
 
  
   
 
Appendix 15 
Cycle II Second Meeting 
No. Name 
Indicator 
Σ 
Category 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Total scores of descriptor/indicator 
1  Ahmat Verdinan K 4 3 4 3 2 4 2 4 26 VG 
2  Ali Ichwan Lazuardi 2 3 2 3 3 2 4 3 22 G 
3  Bagas Agli Saputra 3 2 3 1 2 3 2 2 18 G 
4  Dany Setiawan 3 3 4 1 2 3 3 2 21 G 
5  Delvia Agustina 3 3 3 4 4 3 2 3 25 VG 
6  Devi Aulia Sari 4 4 3 3 4 1 4 4 27 G 
7  Faisal Adnan Burhanudin 2 3 2 2 3 3 2 4 21 G 
8  Frida Ratnasari 4 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 27 VG 
9  Gilang Sriyanto 4 3 3 3 4 3 2 2 24 VG 
10  Giyanti 3 3 4 2 2 2 3 3 22 G 
11  Irma Retno Anjali 4 4 3 4 3 3 4 4 29 VG 
12  Isna Nur Colis 4 2 3 2 3 3 4 3 24 VG 
13  Kholifatun Sholikah 1 3 2 3 3 4 3 2 21 G 
14  Laili Fatihatul Jannah 2 2 4 2 4 3 3 3 23 G 
15  Lisa Nabila 3 3 3 4 3 2 3 4 25 VG 
16  Lucky Aprelia 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 3 20 G 
17  Luthfi Khakim 4 3 3 3 4 4 2 3 26 VG 
18  M. Eko Santoso 4 4 3 3 4 4 3 4 29 VG 
19  M. Nur Syafe'i 1 3 2 4 3 2 3 2 20 G 
20  M. Rizal Maulana Aldi 2 3 3 2 3 2 2 3 20 G 
21  Maghfirohul Khoirunnisa 3 1 2 3 3 2 4 1 19 G 
22  Mala Niswatul 'Aliyyah 2 4 3 3 4 3 3 3 25 VG 
23  Muhamad Basri 3 4 3 4 3 4 3 3 27 VG 
24  Nur Janah 4 4 4 3 3 3 4 3 28 VG 
25  Nur Zubaitin 2 3 3 2 2 2 2 3 19 G 
26  Puji Ruwaida 4 3 4 3 3 3 3 4 27 VG 
27  Putri Dewi Wulandari 3 2 3 3 2 2 3 1 19 G 
28  Reni Kurnia Fatmawati 4 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 27 VG 
29  Riko Andriyanto 4 3 3 3 4 3 2 2 24 VG 
30  Rino Aditya Nugroho 3 3 4 2 2 2 3 3 22 G 
31 Sabella Anggi Maharani 4 4 3 4 3 3 4 4 29 VG 
32 Safira Putri Aprelia 4 2 3 2 3 3 4 3 24 VG 
33 Sekar Cahyaning D 1 3 2 3 3 4 3 2 21 G 
34 Siti Muntamah 2 2 4 2 4 3 3 3 23 G 
35 Siti Nuraini 3 3 3 4 3 2 3 4 25 VG 
36 Sri Lestari 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 3 20 G 
37 Tri Septiyani 4 3 3 3 4 4 2 3 26 VG 
38 Windi Prima Galuh 4 4 3 3 4 4 3 4 29 VG 
39 Wisnu Adi P 3 2 3 2 2 1 1 3 17 G 
  120 116 119 108 118 109 113 118 921  
Mean 23.8 Good  
 
 
   
 
The indicators of student activity include: 
1 = Students pay attention to the material explained by teacher. 
2 = Students read and study the material 
3 = Students receive stick and answer the teacher’s question   
4 = Student attending the reflection activity the teacher gives 
5 = Students make material summary  
6 = Students demonstrate the stick playing skill  
7 = Students express their opinion  
8 = Students draw an a conclusion about the learning outcome  
 
Criteria  Category  
25 ≤ score ≤ 32 Very Good  
17 ≤ score < 24 Good 
9 ≤ score < 16 Fair  
0 ≤  score  < 8 Poor   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Appendix 16 
RESULTS OF READING COMPREHENSION 
CYCLE II  
No STUDENTS NAME 
CYCLE II 
Score Description 
1  Ahmat Verdinan K 90 Passing Successfully 
2  Ali Ichwan Lazuardi 85 Passing Successfully 
3  Bagas Agli Saputra 75 Passing Successfully 
4  Dany Setiawan 55 Not Passing Successfully 
5  Delvia Agustina 75 Passing Successfully 
6  Devi Aulia Sari 90 Passing Successfully 
7  Faisal Adnan Burhanudin 70 Passing Successfully 
8  Frida Ratnasari 95 Passing Successfully 
9  Gilang Sriyanto 95 Passing Successfully 
10  Giyanti 70 Passing Successfully 
11  Irma Retno Anjali 75 Passing Successfully 
12  Isna Nur Colis 85 Passing Successfully 
13  Kholifatun Sholikah 80 Passing Successfully 
14  Laili Fatihatul Jannah 70 Passing Successfully 
15  Lisa Nabila 75 Passing Successfully 
16  Lucky Aprelia 65 Not Passing Successfully 
17  Luthfi Khakim 85 Passing Successfully 
18  M. Eko Santoso 95 Passing Successfully 
19  M. Nur Syafe'i 80 Passing Successfully 
20  M. Rizal Maulana Aldi 70 Passing Successfully 
21  Maghfirohul Khoirunnisa 50 Not Passing Successfully 
22  Mala Niswatul 'Aliyyah 90 Passing Successfully 
23  Muhamad Basri 100 Passing Successfully 
24  Nur Janah 100 Passing Successfully 
25  Nur Zubaitin 75 Passing Successfully 
26  Puji Ruwaida 95 Passing Successfully 
27  Putri Dewi Wulandari 70 Passing Successfully 
28  Reni Kurnia Fatmawati 90 Passing Successfully 
29  Riko Andriyanto 70 Passing Successfully 
30  Rino Aditya Nugroho 85 Passing Successfully 
31 Sabella Anggi Maharani 75 Passing Successfully 
32 Safira Putri Aprelia 60 Not Passing Successfully 
33 Sekar Cahyaning D 70 Passing Successfully 
34 Siti Muntamah 85 Passing Successfully 
35 Siti Nuraini 75 Passing Successfully 
36 Sri Lestari 75 Passing Successfully 
37 Tri Septiyani 85 Passing Successfully 
   
 
38 Windi Prima Galuh 65 Not Passing Successfully 
39 Wisnu Adi P 90 Passing Successfully 
Total Score 3085  
Mean 79.1  
Lowest Score 50  
Highest Score 100  
No. of Students above KKM 34  
No. of students below KKM 5  
Percentage 87,2% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Table 
Student Activity in the learning in cycle I 
Cycle I 
Indicator 
Σ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Total scores of descriptor/indicator 
First 
Meeting 72 73 73 66 61 60 61 59 525 
Second 
Meeting  78 84 83 73 66 67 70 70 591 
Total  1116 
Mean 14.30 
Category Moderate 
 
Table 
Student Activity in the learning in cycle II 
 
Cycle I 
Indicator 
Σ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Total scores of descriptor/indicator 
First 
Meeting 114 107 110 100 103 93 101 101 829 
Second 
Meeting  120 116 119 108 118 109 113 118 921 
Total  1750 
Mean 22.4 
Category Good 
 
Table 
The comparison of Student Activities in the Learning in Cycle I and  
Cycle II 
 
Notes Cycle I Cycle II 
 First Meeting 
 
Second 
Meeting 
First 
Meeting 
 
Second 
Meeting 
Sum 525 591 829 921 
Total 1116 1759 
Mean 14.30 22.4 
Percentage 44.68% 70% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Table   
Result of Comparison on Reading Comprehension Tests in Pre-Cycle,  
Cycle I, and Cycle II 
 
Score Pre-Cycle Cycle I Cycle II 
Total Score 2435  2820  3085  
Mean 62.43  72.3  79.1  
Lowest score 20  35  50  
Highest score 80  90  100  
KKM 70 70 70 
No. of students below KKM 43.6% (17 
students) 
30.8% (12 
students) 
12.8% (5 
students) 
No. of students above KKM 56.4% (22 
students)  
69.2% (27 
students) 
 87.2% (34 
students) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Appendix 17 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
                       
Picture 1.1. The teacher open the class        picture 1.2. The teacher explain  
       about  describtive text 
                  
Picture 1.3. The teacher explain about   Picture 1.4. Teacher devide some   
talking stick      group 
                 
Picture 1.5. The students work in group             Picture 1.6. The teacher close the lesson 
 
